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PREFACE. 


T HE writer of the following Letters is too 
well known as excelling in that capacity, to 
need any eulogium on the preſent occaſion : 
but I think it juſtifiable to remark, that what 
is here offered to the public ſeems to merit 
greater recommendation than the Authors 
former productions of a fimilar nature, in- 
aſmuch as a cloſer intimacy ſubſiſted between 
him and the perſon to whom theſe Letters are 
addreſſed, who was an inſtrument in the 
hands of God of bringing. Mr. Newton to 
the knowledge of the Truth, as may be ga- 
thered from the cloſe of his narrative to Mr. 
* Haweis, Letter 13th.—In the courſe of ſo 
long a correſpondence, many things would na- 
turally occur too trivial to deſerve notice, 
being of a private or domeſtic concern, and 
therefore unintereſting. 
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All fuch I have ſuppreſſed as much as @ + 
work of this kind would admit. It is but 
lately they have fallen into my hands: the 
preſervation of them, conſidering the cir- 
cumſtances attending it, I cannot but look 
upon as the effeft of a kind Providence. In 
preparing them for the prefs, my faith in 
the dear Redeemer has been ſtrengthened, 
my hopes confirmed, and my evidences bright- 
ened for a bliſsful immortality. 

That the name of IESsVUs, who is the theme 
of theſe Ep les, may produce the like effett 
on the reader, is the motive of this publica- 
tion, and the hearty prayer of 


Tus EntToR, 


THE 


— 
4 * — | = g f 
* 0 
: . . 
% 


THE 


Chriſtian Correſpondent.” 


LETTER I. 


Liverool, Feb. 4, 1761. 
Dran BROTHER, 


R. B—— r' elifleterbus PANS 
with me to lay aſide all thoughts 


of making a ſtir at the preſent, and to con- 


fine myſelf to the taſk P lately engaged in, 


till the will of the Lord concerning me 


ſhall more evidently appear. I thank you 
for your laſt: I think your apology is al- 
lowable. You are of an active diſpoſition, 
and require exerciſe and buſineſs, more 


than one of my cool ſedentary turn. The 


Lord knows what is beſt for each of us; yet 
I recommend to you again, beware of the 
ꝙa 3 World: 
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World: It is thorny, deceitful, and trea- 
cherous; and thoſe who are very much 
engaged in it, will find their troubles 
multiplied with every day. 

I lately ſent Mr. Bir a ſpecimen of 
my new undertaking, which perhaps he 
will ſhew you: I ſhall be glad to know if ' 
you approve of it, and think by what you 
can judge it may be uſeful to an Engliſh 
reader, for the better underſtanding the 
New Teſtament. ; 

I hope I have a frequent place in your 
prayers; entreat the Lord to give me 
wiſdom, humility, and zeal, and if it pleaſe 
him, to honour me with ſome uſefulneſs 
before I go hence. I often think of you 
with peculiar pleaſare and thankfulneſs, 
as by you the Lord was pleaſed to bring 
me to know his people: your converſa- 
tion was much bleſſed to me at St. Kitt's, 
and the little knowledge I have of men 
and things, took its firſt riſe from thence. 
Would to God I could repay you in kind, 
that I might be any ways inſtrumental to 

a ſtir 
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ſtir up your fire. O that all our letters, 
and converſe (if we are permitted to 
meet again) may be under the influence 
of his anointing Spirit, and that our 
hearts may burn within us, while we re- 
mind each other of the things pertaining 
to that Kingdom, where our Beloved, 
who once hung bleeding on the Croſs, 
now reigns-in glory, and where it is his 
_ pleaſure we ſhould follow him, and dwell 
with him for ever: there all our for- 
rows, fears, and cares ſhall be forgot, all 
that 1s uneaſy ſhall take an everlaſting 
flight ; and love, joy, and praiſe ſhall fill 
our hearts and tongues forever. Amen. 
Even ſo, come Lord Jeſus. Polly ſends 
her love. 
I am, 
Your affectionate Brother, 
J. N. 


LETTER 
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#1994 710 ETER I. 


| e 1762. 
My Dzan BroTurn, | 


* T HINK I never receiveda e fates 


you that gave me more ſatisfaction than 


your laſt, I rejoiced to find that my 


ſuſpicions concerning you: were ground- 
leſs, and not a little pleaſed that you re- 
ceived my plain dealing in good part; for 


tho' faithful admonition is no {mall part of 
Chriſtian duty, and tho' we have frequent 


direttions. to exhort one another daily, 
leſt we be hardened through the deceit- 
fulneſs of ſin; yet it is not every one, of 


whom we would hope well, that can re- 
ceive it with meekneſs and love. Adored 
be the grace that keeps us from falling, 
that ſeeks us when we are wandering, 
heals our ſickneſſes, and pardons our in- 
numerable follies. "IM 

I defire to praiſe God on your behalf, 


that you are ſo comfortably ſeuled. 1 


hope 
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hope the Lord will lead you and Mrs. C. 
in the green paſtures of his grace, give 
you ſtrength to overcome every tempta- 
tion, make you truly helpmeets to each 
other in your way to the Kingdom, and 
at length give us a joyful meeting before 
| his throne in glory. 

I confeſs, all things conſidered, I ſhould 
not expect ſuch long and particular let- 


ters from you, as when you had the lei- 


ſure of a ſeafaring life: but one of the 
reaſons you aſſign, I cannot underftand. 
You ſay you have been diſſuaded from 
writing ſo largely by ſome of your learned 
Doctors; but with due fubmiſfion to the 
learned, I cannot ſee why, when you are 
writing to a friend whom you know and 
can truſt, you ſhould be at all diſſuaded 
from ſpeaking largely and warmly of 
what God has done for your foul. No, 
my friend, you know if every hne was a 
ſheet or a quire, all would be too little to 
commend the excellency of his love, and 
the exceeding riches of his grace. For 
my 
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my own part I'find no reading or writing 
ſo profitable and refreſhing to me, as a 
correſpondence with my Chriſtian friends. 
I get more warmth and light ſometimes 
by a letter from a plain perſon who loves 
the Lord Jeſus, though perhaps a ſervant 
maid, than from ſome whole volumes, put 
forth by learned Doctors. I ſpeak not 
this out of difreſpett either to Doctors or 
to Learning; but there is a coldneſs 
creeping into the Churches, of which I 
would warn my friends as earneſtly as of 
a fire that was breaking out next door: 
Bleſſed be God, we have ſtill ſome among 
the learned, who are content to become - 
fools for the Goſpel's ſake, and fools I 
dare fay they are and will be thought by 
their brethren ; for though I deny not 
but learning, when it falls in good hands, 
and is employed by a ſpiritual humble 
man to proper purpoſes and occaſions, 


may be, through a divine bleſſing, greatly 
uſeful; yet I dare affirm that an over- 
attachment to human learning, and an un- 


juſt 
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juſt contempt of thoſe Who have it not, 
has been formerly, and in many inſtances 
is at preſent, the very bane of rege * 
ritual, experimental godlineſs. 


That, my friend, is bleſled learning in- 


deed, to be taught of God to be under 
the influence of the holy, heavenly 
Spirit: Yea, bleſſed is the man whom 
thou chuſeſt, O Lord, and teacheſt out of 


thy Law !—May you and I, my friend, 


know more of that divine Teacher, who 
can not only reveal truth to our minds, 
but enlighten and enlarge our under- 
ſtanding to receive it. Suppoſe a man 
blind, and de ſirous to know the nature of 
light and colour, and ſuppoſe a philoſo- 
pher gravely reading lectures to him upon 
theſe ſubjects; and you have an emblem 
of what human learning can do in ſpiri- 
tual things: but ſuppoſe the blind man 
ſuddenly poſſeſſe d of ſight, and enabled 
to ſee the ſun and the ſkies, the land and 
water with his own eyes; this may repre- 
ſent the teaching of God. 


Be 


» 
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Be this my ſchool, by frequent prayer 
and conſtant meditation on the word of 
God, to wait and improve the viſits of the 
great Teacher! then I ſhall be wife unto 


 -alvation myſelf, and fitted, if the Lord 
pleaſe, to aſſiſt as an inſtrument, in the 
inſtruction and edification of others. 


I am greatly obliged to you and dear 


Mr. B——r for all your care of me. If 


Mr. Sp—r is or thould be diſmiſſed from 


the Cuſtom-Houſe, I enen, it is not 
merely for preaching; for this be had 
done ſeveral years: but 1 am told he has 


lately obtained, I think by marriage, a 


conſiderable fortune: and ſo, very pro- 
bably, he may be indifferent about his 


Clerk's place. However, though I have 


made enquiries, and thoſe who are good 


judges and moſt concerned, do think 1 


might preach publicly in Liverpool with- - 
- -out the leaſt riſque of my place; yet 


other circumſtances are not likely to be 


favourable; and until I fee the Lord 


making my way clearer, I ſhall continue 
as 
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as Tam,” As to laying ande all thoughts 
of the Miniſtry, it is quite out of my 
power: I cannot, I will not give up the 
deſire ; though I hope I ſhall not run be- 
fore Tam ſent. T agree with you that my 
call has not yet been clear, becauſe I 
think no one's call is compleat till the 
Lord has confirmed their deſite by his 
providence, and placed them in the work. 
But I believe I have in ſome degree that 
inward call—that defire and preference 
to the ſervice, anda little meaſure of that 
experience and thoſe” gifts, which would 
juſtify my embracing a proper invitation, 
or opening, whenever it ſhould happen. 
Till then I ſhall-wait; if the Lord ſees 
not fit to employ me, it is well; but for me 
to give up the thoughts of thy own ac- 
cord, becauſe my little views and deſigns 
have been hitherto over-ruled, would be 
to aft ſo contfary to my light, to my 
vows, and to the advice of moſt of my 
Chriſtian friends, that I ſhould think my- 
_ in the very caſe of Demas, who for- 
B ſook 
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ſook the Goſpel for love of the preſent 


world. I hope it is not a high conceit of 
myſelf which makes me want to ruſh upon 


that important ſervice, but a ſerious re- 
gard for the honour of God, the good of 
ſouls, and eſpecially the conſtraining force 
of that love, which ſpared me the chief of 
ſinners, to be a pattern and, encourage- 
ment f-- others to believe in his name. 
While theſe reaſons ſubſiſt, I hope and 
pray that neither frowns nor ſmiles may 
engage me to retratt the ſolemn ſurrender 
of myſelf IJ have made, and ſo often re- 
peated, to the Lord's ſervice within theſe 


four years ; eſpecially as in all my little 


Eſſays I find a liberty and acceptance 
which confirm to me, that I have choſen 
a good part. Pleaſe to. give the incloſed 
to Mr. Br, and let me hear from you 


at your leiſure, My dear joins me in 


love as uſual: Iam your's in the Lord, 
J. N. 


LETTER 
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LETTER 111. 


Liverpool, May 21, 1763. 
Dear BroTHER, | 

YOUR laſt letter was highly agreeable 
and welcome: I rejoice in the Lord's 
goodneſs to you, and pray that he may add 
to your graces and uſefulneſs daily.— 
Blefled is the man whom the Lord 
chuſeth and cauſeth to approach unto 
himſelf, no matter by what means, if this 
be the happy end. The evil principle of 
ſelf lies deep, and ſpreads wide into many 
branches—ſelf-will, ſelf-wiſdom, ſelf- de- 
pendance, ſelf.ſeeking, ſelf-righteouſneſs ; 
one or other of theſe abominations are 
continually ſprouting up from the poi- 
fonous root within, and defiling our ex- 
periences ; and the heavenly Huſband- 
man, whoſe love is engaged to make us 
fruitful, and whoſe wiſdom chuſes the 
beſt means, ſees when and how far it is 

B 2 neceſſa ry 
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neceſſary to uſe the pruning-knife, to cut 
off the growth, and prevent the increaſe 
of theſe weeds, that the plants of his grace 
may flouriſh in our ſouls. This is the 
reaſon why we are ſo often afflicted and 
diſappointed both in temporals and ſpiri- 
tuals.—A tendency to reſt in creature- 
comforts often deprives us of what We 
might otherwiſe enjoy.—And a tendency 
to reſt our ſouls on ſomething received 
rather than on the unſearchable riches 
and fullneſs of Chriſt, brings us into many 
a dark diſtreſſing frame of mind, which 
might be avaided if we knew how to live 
by faith in the Son of Gad. O that from g 
an heari- felt knowledge of who Jeſus is, 
and what he has done, we could at all 
times, and in all circumſtances, ſay with 
the Apoſtle, © I have all and abound—I 
« have learnt to be content; yea, doubt- 
« Jeſs, I count all things loſs and dung for 
« the excellency of the knowledge of 
* Chriſt Jeſus my Lord!” 


Was 


CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT. 17 
Was it as eaſy to do as to ſay, I ſhould 
be happy ? for the-Lord has ſhewn me 
how true peace is to be poſſeſſed, even by 

a | ſimple reliance: on his all-ſufficiency 
and love, living upon bis free grace, and 
fare mediation, and receiving ſtrength 
continually from him ſuited to the occa- 
fions-of every hour. O the happineſs to 
eat his fleſh, to drink his blood, to con- 
template his glory, his faithfulneſs, his 
power, and the near relation he ſtands in 
to bis poor children Here is a fund of 
conſolation ſuited to every caſe. 

The man who drinks deep at theſe 
ſtreams will not thirſt after other waters. 
When we behold Jeſus and his love by the 
eye of faith, we may, with the Prophet of 
old, fit down by a barren fig-tree and a 
failing crop, and till rejoice: in the God 
of our Salvation. TI fay, to talk of this is 
eaſy,” but I find the experience of it not ſo 
eaſily maintained. With respect to this 
life of faith, I'may fay as Paul in another 
n 1 delight in it after the inner man 

B 3 | but. 
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but when I would enjoy this good, evil is 
often preſent with me I have not yet at- 
tained ; but bleſſed be God I am preſſing 
after it, and I hope, through grace, he is, 
according to his promiſe, drawing me 
nearer to himſelf. I hope 1 do gain a 
more abiding ſenſe of my own utter vile- 
neſs, depravity, and helpleſsneſs; and that 
in conſequence of this, the name of Jeſus, . 
is ſweeter to my ſoul, as I find I cannot 
without him take a ſingle ſtep, nor enjoy 
one glimpſe of comfort: My heart's de- 
fire is to love him more and more; to 
live ſtill more entirely upon kim, and to 
him, that he may be, as he well deſerves, 
„ | 
I have lately been a journey into 
Yorkſhire, which is one reaſon why I 
have not wrote ſooner. That is a flou- 
riſhing country indeed, like Eden the 
garden of the Lord, watered on every 
ſide by the ſtreams of the Goſpel. There 
the voice of the Turtle is heard in all 
quarters, and multitudes rejoice in the 
light. 
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light, I have a pretty large acquaintance 
there among various denominations, who 
tho' they differ in ſome leſſer things, are 
all agreed to exalt Jeſus and bis Salva- 
tion. I do not mean that the truth. is 
preached in every church and meeting 
through the county ; but in many, per- 
haps in more proportionably than in any 
other part of the land, and with greater 
effect both as to numbers, and as to the 
depth of the Vork in particular perſons. 
It is very refreſhing to go ſrom place to 
place and find the ſame fruits of faith, — 
love, joy, and peace. What then ſhall it 
be, ere long, when the Lord ſhall call us 
up to join with thoſe who are now ſinging 
before the throne ? What ſhall it be, when 
all the children of God, who in different 
ages and countries have been ſcattered 
abroad, ſhall be all gathered together, and 
enter into that glorious and eternal reſt 
provided for them—when there ſhall not 
be one trace of fin or forrow remaining, 
not one diſcordant note be beard, no- 
thing 
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ching to diſturb, or defile, or alleviate— 
the never- ceaſing joy! Such is the hope 


to which God has called us > that day wilt 
as ſurely come, as the preſent day is al- 
ready arrived every moment brings on 
its approach. While J am writing and 
you are reading, we may fay, No is 
* our full Salvation nearer.” Many a 
weary ſtep we have taken ſince the Lord 
firſt gave us to believe in hisname ; but 
we ſhall not have to tread the paſt way 


over again—ſome difficulties yet remain, 


but we know not how few; perhaps before 
weare aware, the Lord may cut ſhort our 


conflict and ſay, Come up hither. Or at 


the moſt it cannot be very long, and he 
who has been with us thus far, will be 
with us to the end. He knows how to 
manifeſt himſelf even here, to give more 
than he takes away, and to cauſe our con- 
ſolations to exceed our greateſt afflictions: 
And when we get ſafe home, ve ſhall not 
complain that we have ſuffered too much 
in the way. We ſhall not ſay, Is this all 

BY I˖ muſt 
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I muſt expect after ſo much trouble ? No, 
when we awake into that glorious world, 
we ſhall in an inſtant be ſatisfied with his 
| likeneſs, One fight of Jeſus as he is, will 
fill our hearts and dry up all our tears. 
Let us then reſign ourſelves into his 
hands ; let us gird up the loins of our 
minds, be ſober, and hope to the end. 
Let us, like faithful ſervants, watch for 
our Lord's appearance, and pray earneſtly 
that we may be found ready at his coming. 
We live in a trying time: how many er- 
roneous principles and ſcandalous prac- 
tices abound! bow many fair profeſſors 
miſcarry! This ſhould teach us to be 
jealous of ourſelves. We may feel the 
ſame root of bitterneſs in our own hearts; 
and if we ſtand when others fall, we have 
nothing of our own to boaſt: But neither 
need we be diſtreſſed and unbelieving 
Jeſus is able to keep us from falling. Let 
us be ſteady in the uſe of his inſtituted 
means, and ſincerely deſirous to abftain 
from all appearance of evil. The reſt we 

may 
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q may confidently leave to him, in whom, 
4 VWjholoe ver truſts, ſhall never be aſhamed. 
_- Mrs. N. joins in reſpects to you and 
4) Mrs. C.—We beg a frequent remem- 
brance in your prayers. 

if I am, &e, ' 1. N. 


iff LETTER IV. 
þ; ' Bugden, April 30, e | 


Dear BzorHzn, | 


ts 
j I Reached this place ſafe and ſound at 
bi ten on Saturday morning, was ordained 
yeſterday, dined with the Biſhop, and was 
diſmiſſed with leave to come to him for 
Prieſt's orders at the next ordination, 
which will be about ſeven weeks hence. 
He has treated me with the greateſt 
kindneſs throughout ; and though ſome 
things that have happened, particularly 
the refuſal I met from the A p of. 
York might have given him ſome cauſe 
of ſuſpicion, he has not given me the 


leaſt hint by way of caution or limitation. 
I think 
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I think myſelf much obliged to him, and 
have much reaſon to be thankful to the 
Lord, who has all hearts in his hands, 
who gave me favour in his ſight. 

Dear Brother, pray for me that I'may 
be faithful, watchful, and humble—that I 
may truſt in the name of Jeſus for grace 
and wiſdom anſwerable to the important 
ſcene before me. I ſhall not ceaſe to 
pray for you, that the Lord may refreſh 
and revive your ſoul, and keep you very 
near to himſelf, Remember me to dear 
Mr. B r, and tell him I deſire his fre- 
quent remembrance at a throne of grace, 
My reſpe&s to Mrs. C. and thanks to you 
both for all your kindneſs. I hope to ſee 
you ſoon at Olney. | 

May the Lord lift up the light of his 
countenance upon your ſoul, and give 
you to ſay, by ſweet experience, that it 
is good for you to draw near to him.— 
May you taſte the beauty of the precepts 
and the ſweetneſs of the promiſes—may 
che name of Jeſus be to us a ſeal ſet upon 
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our hearts,'to keep us unſpotted from the 
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world; and to animate us to a converſa- 
tion becoming the Gofpel of Chriſt. Oh 
my Brother, if theſe things are fo, if He 
lived and wept, and bled and died for us, 
what manner of perſons ought we to be? 
May we grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge and love of Him who is all in all, 
till at length we ſhall be brought to ſee 
him as he is, and to be perfectly like _ 


and with him for ever. Amen, 


Your's for his ſake, * 
J. N. 
— — — 
LETTER V. 

Olney, Fane 1, 1764. 
My Dear Bfor nz, * 7. * 4 7 * 


ITHANK you for your kind letter, 
your good wiſhes and good advice, which 
reached me at Liverpool. The Lord was 


very gracious to me there. He enabled 
me to preach his truth before many thou- 
ſands, I hope with lome meaſure of faith-, 

fulneſs 
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fulneſs, I truſt with ſome ſucceſs, and in 
general with much greater acceptance 
than I could have expected. I preached 
in the town and neighbourhood ſix times, 
while we were preparing for our removal: 
and when we came away, I think the bulk 
of the people, of all ranks and parties, 
were ſorry to part with us. How much 
do IT oweto the reſtraining and preſerving 
grace of God, that when I appeared in a 
publick character, and delivered offenſive 
truths in a place where 1 had lived fo 
long, and there appeared a diſpoſition and 
readineſs in ſome few to diſparage my 
character, nothing could be found or 
brought to light on which they could 
frame an accuſation ; ſo that all they could 
do, was to invent a low falſehood, that af. 
ter preaching in the churches, I had gone 
and preached in the Baptiſts' and Metho- 
diſts. meetings—a charge ſo / fooliſh, 
groundleſs, and improbable, that it ob- 
tained little belief, but rather expoſed the 
envy and inſincerity of thoſe who propa- 
C gated 


] 
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gated it, to the whole town, If any real 
fault could have been brought to light, 
I ſhould have heard of it upon this occa- 
ſion ; but the Lord had helped me to pre- 
ſerve a conduQ void of offence amongſt 
them : to his grace I muſt aſcribe it and 
not to myſelf: for alas, the ſeeds of evil 
have been fruitful in my heart, and I had 
fallen from one iniquity to another, if he 
had not vouchſafed to keep me. 

We arrived ſafe here laſt Saturday, and 
the next day I entered on my publick ſer- 
vice. Thoſe' who know and love the 

Goſpel, of whom I hope there are many 
about me, receive me with the greateſt . 
kindneſs : I ſuppoſe, too, chat I ſhall find 
a ſufficient number of oppoſers to exer- 
ciſe my faith and patience.—I beg all my 
friends would pray for me, that I may be 
a humble follower of Him who endured 
the contradiction of finners againſt him- 
felf. | 

As far as I can judge upon ſo ſhort an 
acquaintance, I have much reaſon to be 
| thankful,” 
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thankful, and pleaſed with the choice the 
Lord has made for me; for I truſt it is 

his hand that led me here. I have al- 
ready converſed with many, who ſeem 
judicious, experienced Chriſtians: the 
church is large, and I underſtand. there 
are awakened people about the country 
to make up a conſiderable congregation, 
As it is but a fortnight to the time I am 
to wait upon the Biſhop, I ſhall defer 
ſetting up a weekly lecture till that is 
over, or rather till. I return from Lon- 
don; for I hope to come up amongſt you 
for a week or fo, which will be about the 
end of this or the beginning of the fol- 
lowing month, if nothing unforeſeen pre- 
vents: for we cannot complete the fur- 
niſhing of our houſe till then. 

I hope this will find you and Mrs. C. 
in good health, and your ſoul in a thriving 
itate, What can I ſay to you more than. 
you already know? You know the pri- 
vileges of the Lord's people, and what a 
converſation becomes thoſe who profeſs 
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the Goſpel of Chriſt—you know the de- 
ceitfulneſs of the heart, of fin, and of 
Satan—you know, from repeated paſt ex- 
perience, how good it is to wait upon 


God. But do not you find, alas who at 


times does not! a proneneſs to depart 
from him? For my own part I feel a con- 
tinual cauſe of complaint] ſtand in need 
of every help, of frequent admonitions; 


and as I believe all our hearts are alike, 


this puts me upon offering advice and ex- 
hortations to my friends. Though we 
know theſe things, we are apt to ſink into 


remiſsneſs about them. How far, alas! 
is the beſt of us from that humility, ſpi- 
rituality, and fervency, which becomes 


poor ſinners redeemed from Hell by the 
blood of Jeſus Methinks we ſhould be 
growing in grace, in zeal, in faith, in 
poverty of ſpirit, every day. And why 
do we not? The Lord's hand is not 
ſhortened, that he cannot ſave; neither 
is his ear heavy, that he cannot hear. 
Let us ſearch and try our ways, leſt any 

root 
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root of bitterneſs, any allowed evil, in 
heart or life, be ſuffered to remain, to 
cloud our peace and damp our progreſs. 
Pleaſe to give our chriſtian reſpects to all 
friends; eſpecially to Mrs. C. We fhall 
probably accept your friendly invitation, 
if the time of our journey ſhould not in- 
terfere with Mrs. C's confinement. 


Your's affeQtionately, 


J. N. 
LETTER VI. 
Olney, June 21, 1764. 


DAR BRornz a, 


L Received your's of the 24. juſt aſter 1 
had ſent my laſt away; ſo that I had not 
forgot my promiſe, tho' my many engage- 
ments, occaſioned by ſo ſudden a removal, 
obliged me to defer writing awhile. And 
almoſt from the firſt day of my coming to 
Olney, I bave had a great cold, which at 
times has nearly laid me up. 

C3 ' Your 
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Your letter is kind and encouraging, 
thank you for it, as alfo for your care in 
forwarding the things I wrote for. 1 
went to Bugden laſt week, was kindly re- 
ceived by the Biſhop, and ordained Prieſt 
on Sunday laſt. Thus hard things be- 


come eaſy, when the Lord is pleaſed to 


give ſucceſs. I ſhall now be glad to 


bring Mrs. N. to London ſoon ; for till 
then we cannot get our houſe affairs com- 
pleted. I had deſigned to come immedi- 


ately after 1ſt. July, which will be my 


firſt ſacrament day, but I am loth to leave 
the people without a proper ſupply; ſhall 
therefore perhaps wait a little longer till 


Providence ſhall put a Goſpel Preacher 
in my way, who may help me for one, or 
at the moſt, two Lord's Days. 0 

On Thurſday 28th, that is, this day 


ſev'nnight, I propoſe to preach my firſt 


weekly lequre. | 
Could you come and help us with your 
preſence and prayers ? Or if not then, at 
the end of the week ?-I can hardly aſk 
7 Mrs. 
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Mrs. C. to come with you to an unfur- 
niſhed houſe ; but if ſhe will venture all 
diſadvantages, we can promiſe her a good 
bed, a quiet chamber, and thanks ſor her 
company. 
I went laſt week to ſee Mr Himes at 
Aldwincle; he is well, and promiſed to -- 
have been with me before this; but ſome- 
thing has prevented. His preaching; like 
the report of a cannon, has already ſounded 
thro' the whole country adjacent. May 
the Lord make him abundantly uſeful !— 
As to myſelf, 1 have reaſon to be ſatis- 
fied with my ſituation, if the Lord ſhould 
pleaſe to fix me here. I have ſome very 
cordial friends already, both in town and 
country; and the greater part of the 
people, whatever their experience may 
be, are convinced on which fide the truth 
lies. There are however ſome adverſa- 
ries, but I think not many. Mr. Brown 
endured the main brunt of oppoſition, 


and they were almoſt weary before he 
left them, 
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To me our Lord's words may be ap- 
plied, Fohn iv. v. 38. May I humbly and 
thankfully improve the opportunity.— 
However I do not as yet find the number 
of believers, or profeſſors, or hearers, fo 
large as I expected from the accounts I 
received at London. The fituation of 
the place is very pleaſant at this time of 
the year, but I ſuppoſe we ſhall find it 
cold and damp in winter: this will call 
for large fires, an expenſive article, but 
what ſeems in a manner neceſſary to my 
well-being. However I, above moſt, 
have reaſon to depend on thoſe words, 
*The Lord will provide.” 

In hopes we ſhall meet, ere long, ei- 
ther here or at Thames-ſtreet, I write but 
a ſhort letter.—I did ſpeak a little too 
loud at Liverpool the firſt time, becauſe I 
knew not the extent of my voice, nor 
how much was neceſſary in a large con- 
gregation ; but I corrected it afterwards. 
With our joint love to you and Mrs. C. I 


remain affectionately your's, J. N. 
: LETTER 


CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT. 33 


LETTER VII. 


— . —1 


Olney, 7 uly 3» 1764. 


MI Dean BROTHER, 


Your repeated letters are very com- 
fortable to me, not only as a mark of your 
kind friendſhip which I highly value, but 
likewiſe as I hope they are an indication 
of your ſpiritual welfare. I pray that you 
may proſper, and, be in 1 health, both in 
body and ſoul. 

You juſtly point at a bencheh root of 
our frequent complaints the remnants 
of curſed pride within us, that prompt and 
deſire us to be, and to be thought me- 
body. How unſuitable is ſuch a deſire to 
the ſtate of unworthy, indigent ſinners, 
who need renewed pardon and renewed 
ſupplies from one moment to another ! 
How unworthy thoſe, who profeſs ta be 
lollowers of the lowly Jeſus ! 


- 


This 


* 
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This comes by Mrs. N. and if ſhe ſends 


it by the penny-poſt, ſhe will ſoon eall on 
you herſelf. She will probably deſire 


your aſſiſtance to find the way to the Lock 
on Friday evening, and perhaps to the 
Veſtry, to pay her reſpects to Mr. Ma- 
dan. She is going down to Kent: as ſhe 


' takes my fiſter up, after an eight years ab- 


ſence from ber mother, Mrs. M. ſhe will 
probably be a few days with her at Mrs. 
U—r's in Leman-ſtreet, Godman's-fields; 
and ſhe is engaged to ſpend two or three 
days at Mrs. B r's. The viſit to your 
houſe muſt perhaps be deferred till we 
can be in town together, which may per- 
haps be the caſe, either before, or in the _ 
winter ; but I ſhall leave you and her to 
ſettle it. By that time I hope Mrs. C— 
will be happily through her approaching 
time, and be enabled to receive us with 
leſs inconvenience. Mrs. N. will tell 
you why I decline accompanying her for 
the preſent, | 


I hope 
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I hope to have a meeting here of fix 
or ſeven clergymen who preach the Goſ- 
pel in this and the adjoining counties, on 
the firſt Thurſday in Auguſt. I ſhalt be 


ſorry if your buſineſs will not permit you 


to join us. If you cannot come, help us 
with your prayers, that the Lord may 
bleſs us together, and enable us happily to 
enter upon an aſſociation, which we pro- 
poſe to keep up monthly, ſometimes at 
one place, ſometimes at another to 
ſtrengthen each other's hands, and re- 
freſh the people by a variety and commu- 
nication of gifts and counſels. My firſt 
lecture laſt Thurſday was well attended, 
though it was hay-harveſt, and was the 
evening before the fair, when people are 
more buſy than at other times. My love 
to Mr. T——y. I ſhall be glad to ex- 
change with him at a proper time : his 
duty. would ſuit me well, as my acquain- 
tance and inclinations lie ſo much at the 
Lock. But perhaps in a month or two I 
ſhall be able to procure a ſupply nearer 
hand, 
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hand, that | is, when Mr. Powley comes 
from Oxford: he is expected ſoon to 


11 ſettle within a mile of Mr. Hawe's's. I 
WY write but a ſhort letter, having many to 
4 ſend by this opportunity; and Mrs. N. 
14 will be upon the ſpot to inform you of all 
1 particulars. With our reſpedts, and love 
10 to Mrs. C. wiſhing and praying that the 
#18 Lord may carry her ſafely through, and 
id make her a joyful mother of a living 
17 child, to bear a teſtimony for God, when 
Ib its parents are called away to a better 
14 world, I remain 
Wi! Your affectionate, N 
i. | | And obliged friend 
'Y 
— f LETTER 
| 


— - 


u — 
- >. a 50 
2 - - - _—_— _ — 
K a . \ 5 
ho - 7 — - — * — 0 — — 
„ 8 — « * — — 
— 2 —— g 1 . . a. — a S IA . m_ — — on, — 
. 2 4 — 2 > 
- —_— * CY — - — 


— — — 


CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT. 37 


LETTER VIII. 


| Olney, Fuly Roth 


Dear en 


You bid me write 8 and you ſee 
take you at your word: I thank you for 
your kindneſs to Mrs. N. it is no more 
than I might expect from you; for you | 
was always kind. | 

You deſire my thoughts of Hampſtead, 
and I fit down to give you them. I have 
not heard from Mr. Madan upon the ſub- 
ject as you hint; and if I ever do, I can 
hardly think- that he will adviſe me to 
leave Olney without a real neceſſity. If 
Mr. Brown ſhould ever return himſelf, or 
diſmiſs me from his Curacy, neither of 
which perhaps is probable, I ſhould be at 
liberty: But otherwiſe I think I ought to 
wait till I ſee the Lord pointing out my 
way as-clear as with a ſun-beam, before I 
lo much as liſten to a removal. To be 

| D ſure 
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ſure there is ſomething tempting in the 
thought of being ſituated in a fine air, 
_ cloſe to London, near all my friends, Mi- 
niſters, and others: how pleaſing the 
proſpect, if the Lord had not ſent me 
another way! I may apply what I told 
you a lady ſaid to a friend of mine about 
his ſmall church, The Lord knew how 
« large it was;” ſo the Lord knew that 
there would be vacancies elſewhere, be- 
fore he led me to Olney. Now let us 
tura the tables. To this place.I owe the 
opportunity of my ordination—the Lord 
has brought me to a place where I am 
perſuaded he has many dear children— 
where the light of the bleſſed Goſpel is 
highly prized, ſo that they would almoſt 
do and ſuffer any thing, rather than be 
deprived of it—to a place where I have a 
congregation not much ſmaller (in an af- 
ternoon) than at the Lock where the 
people flock in from four, ſix, or more 
miles, about the country, to hear the 
Word—where I have been hitherto fa- 
voured 
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voured with much liberty in my own ſoul, 

am heard with acceptance, and have rea- 

f ſon to hope that my poor endeavours 

: have been atready in ſome meaſure bleſ- 
ſed, and meet little or no oppoſition. 

Nov, my dear friend, conſider ſeriouſly 
before you advife me farther, left you 
ſhould enſnare me. Can it be my duty 
to forego all theſe advantages becauſe I 
have not got the Living? and lo ſoon, 
too ? Methinks it would look (to conſider 
it in no other light) as if I came into the 
church merely for profit. I have the pro- 
miſe of Olney, and perhaps a little time: 

may vacate it: if not, I cannot think of 
quiting immediately for the poor dif- 
ference of twenty pounds per annum. 
But you will ſay, a family muſt be pro- 
1 vided for. True —and that all I can get 


A from Olney, as Curate, will be too ſtrait 1 
[- a maintenance; and I confeſs that, in an | 
* unbelieving fit, I am of your mind. But | 
a: I find my heart, by grace, brought to a 


point—to take the promiſes and. the pro- 
4 D 2 vidence 
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vidence of God ſor my inheritance, 1 
had long a deſire for the Miniſtry : He 
has granted it: I was likewiſe deſirous to 
ſee a conſiderable number of people about 
me (though unworthy and inſufficient of 
myſelf to ſpeak to two or three.) He has 
granted that too. I feel myſelf enabled. 
to devote myſelf to the ſervice of his 
Kingdom and Righteouſneſs : He has a 
people in this country, that were in dan- 
ger of being ſcattered as ſheep without a 

ſhepherd: they did not ſeek mie, nor I 
them; but the Lord brought us together: 
He has given us to love one another, and 
we are unwilling to part. The queſtion 
is, whether 1 have a ſufficient warrant 
from the Word (for confidence without - 
a promiſe is preſumption) to truſt the 
Lord to take care of my temporal con- 
cerns in this circumſtance ? I think I 
have—and eſpecially when I remember 
when and where he found me—deſtitute 
of food and raiment, and how he has led, 
and fed me, and encompaſſed me with 
mercy 
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mercy on every ſide, ſurely I ought not 


either to ſeek great things, or be diſcou- 
raged with ſmall trials. But, then, Mrs. 
N. you will. ſay, —Aye, there's the rub, 
indeed. For myſelf, if my heart does 
not deceive me more than ever, was I 
ſingle, it would not be in the power of 


man to propoſe a conſideration that ſhould 
make me quit my poſt. But, to ſee her 


who never knew hardſhip or inconve- 


nience, whoſe tenderneſs of conſtitution 


requires indulgence, whoſe affections and 
dependance on me induced her to venture 
her all with me, and who (to ſpeak the 
language of the world) has had ſufficient 


ground and reaſon to expect a competent 


proviſion—to fee her ſtraitened, and 
ſtruggling with trials heyond her ſtrength, 
would not this be hard to bear? Hard, 


indeed! almoſt as great a trial as to loſe. 


her, perhaps a greater: for, what I feel 
for her, always affe&s me more than what 
I feel for myſelf. However, by the grace 
of God, I am willing to put her caſe and 

398 my 
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my own together into his hands: He 
knows both our affection and our weak- 
neſs. He has promiſed to mitigate, to 
ſupport, and to deliver. I ſee all I want 
in his promiſe; and though I know not 
the way of communication, he can find it. 
Vou think that Hampſtead promiſes as 
fair a field of uſefulneſs as Olney I am 
not afraid of being in ſome meaſure uſe- 
ful wherever the Lord ſends me but you 
know all depends on him; if I ſhould dil. 
like this place, and chuſe another, He 
might permit me to go; but how can I 
be ſure he would go with me? And if 
not, what a wretched exchange ſhould I 
make !-—— The night I received your's I 
heard a ſermon from Mr. Grant, of Wel- 
lingboro'. It was a word in ſeaſon to 
me. His text was, Exod. xxxiii. ver. 15. 
and after explaining what is intended by 
God's preſence with his people, he made 
this obſervation, © That the Lord's people 
e had rather abide in the howling wilder- 

« neſs, to have his gracious preſence with 
ec them, 
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te them, than to exchange it for the beſt 
« worldly ſituation without him.“ To 
this my ſoul, through rich mercy, ſub- 
ſcribes. The people here are moſtly 
poor—the country low and dirty. We 
ſhall perhaps have but a ſolitary life in 
the winter time: however, with his pre- 
| ſence—in the cloſet, the family and the 
aſſembly, all will do very well. 

I ſometimes conceive myſelf : as chang- 
ing my place, poſſeſſing a good proviſion 
in a genteel neighbourhood—many friends 
to ſmile upon me, perhaps ſome perſons of 
diſtinction to take notice of me. And I 
think again, that this is the very ſituation 
the Devil would wiſh me in—then he 
would have many new batteries to play 
upon me. . If the Lord call me into the 
midſt of danger, he can preſerve me in it; 
but I muſt be well ſatisfied that it is his 
will, and his doing, before I think ſeri- 
riouſly about it. I thank you, however, 
for your care and good wiſhes. If you 
do not agree with what I bave wrote, or 
whether 


— 
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whether you do or not, let me hear from 
you ſoon; My love to Mrs. C. and all 
friends. 


>, Jam your much obliged Brother, 
J. N. 


— — . — — — 


LETTER „ 


Olney, Aug. 145 1764. 
DEAR BROT R ER, 


| T HIS 1s chiefly in my dear's name, to 
inform you that ſhe got ſafe down, and to 
thank you and Mrs. C. for all your 
friendſhip. | 
The point is now 7 ſettled about pub- 
liſhing my Letters; and ſoon after Mr. 
Hs comes here, I ſhall ſend them to 
Mr. Johnſon, of which you may give him 
notice. It was recommended to me by 
ſeveral of my friends in London to print 
them by ſubſcription : If this is to be the 
way, I beg you to ſhew this firſt to Mr. 
M n, and aſk him if he will give me 
leaye to mention his name in the adver- 
tiſement. 
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tiſement. If this meets his approbation, 
pleaſe to aſk the ſame favour of Dr. Gif- 
ford; to Mr. B—r I have wrote my- 
ſelf. Theſe three gentlemen are ſuffici- 
ent, both by their ſituation and character, 
to invite and receive what ſubſcribers 
may offer at London. I ſhall likewiſe 
write to procure a. perſon of charafter 
at Leeds, Mancheſter, Liverpool, and 
Shrewſbury. As I ſuppoſe the impreſ- 
ſion will be made from the copy now in 
Mr. H——'s hands, I ſhall direct Mr. 
Johnſon to leave it with Mr. M——n a 
few days, and to beg the favour of his 
final reviſal, and additional authentica- 
tion, before it goes to the preſs. Mr. 
H s, as they were addreſſed to him, 
propoſes to prefix a little piece of a Pre- 
face. h 
I am glad your journey was fo plea- 
ſant; hope it will be an encouragement to 
you to come again. Mr. B-——r gives 
me hopes of ſeeing him. Wiſh you may 
be able to come together. May the 
Lord 


— — * 
1 — — - 4 * 4 
— — — DI - = — 
— = ca - - - — _— — — — — — po 
N : — — — n 
12 - — 
— — — C4 . - & f 
— — . 
— — oo 4-0 . — pr, - . — —— — - A 
* — oy 
a 
N * — 2 — © gs ey. - 3 
* C 
OOTY WS ns 9 —EFͤ— — — $$ : — — * 
— "7 - - <v* 


"> 
. 
„ „„ „„ GPU 


LAS = YG C7 
©" SPRASL., WEARS 


r 


A 


3636—w 
* 


46 CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT. 


Lord give you more and: more to fecd 
upon his love, and may a bright. view of 
his glory and grace lay you low in humi- 
lity, and exalt you high in confidence and 
ſpiritual joy !—Bleſſed be his name for 
what little of his goodneſs. we have al- 
ready received; but he has much more, 
to beſtow than we have as yet either 
alked or thought of: He bids us open 
our mouths wide, and aſlures us he is able 
and ready to fill them. Alas ! we as yet 
know but little of the unſcarchable riches 
of his grace. But we ſhall know, if we 
follow on to know the Lord ; and if we 
are reſolute and faithful, not to divide be- 
tween God and the world, but to be all 
for him, as he has bcen all to us. 

We ſuffer often by improper com- 
pliances with thoſe about us, and by not 
watching, ſtriving, and praying againſt our 
ealy beſetting fin. All of us have ſome- 
thing of this ſfort—ſomething evil; to 
which, by our ſituation or conſtitution, 
we are more particularly inclined, and 


- againſt 


— — 
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againſt which we ought to place a double 
guard of prayer and watchfulneſs. Yet, 
with all our ſtriving, it is well to remem- 
ber, that we have no inherent ſtrength, 
but muſt depend upon grace from the 
fountain to ſupport, renew, and refreſh us 
from one moment to another. May we 
be enabled thus to do. I remembered 
your love to many of our friends ; they 
return their thanks and love again. | 
Give our reſpects to Mrs. C. I truſt 
the Lord will be with her in the time of 
need, raiſe her up again, and give her an 
affecting ſenſe of his goodneſs. 
I am, your aftettionate, 
And obliged Brother, 
J. N. 


LETTER 
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LETTER X. 
— —— —  — — 
Olney, Aug. 27, 1764. 


DAR BaOrHER, 


THhoucn I have two of your kind 
letters to acknowledge, I muſt ſend but a 


ſhort letter, to thank you and tell you 


that we are well, and that many of our 


friends here defire their love and reſpetts 
to you. But the waggon will ſet out ſoon, 


and this is to come with the manuſcript 
to Johnſon. I wrote to Mr. M——an 
myſelf, and Johnſon is to wait upon him 
for his reviſal and directions. If a ſub- 
ſcription is concluded on, let it be done 
in the manner you ſpeak of. I doubt 
not of your intereſt to promote it. 
Through mercy all goes on well, ſin— 


ful infirmity excepted; and this I truſt 


ſhall grow weaker and weaker, till at 
length corruption ſhall put on incorrup- 
tion, and death be Iwallowed up of liſe. 

Irsus 


- 
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Jesus is the conquerox's name. He is 
faithful who has promiſed, who will alſo 
do it. I laſt night received a newſpaper. 
I thank-you for your punctuality. Liv- 
ing retired, I have quite forgot how the 
world goes; for I do not chooſe to go to 
a publick-houſe to look at the papers.— 
Would you believe that I did not know a 
word of the ſickneſs in Naples till laſt 
night? This month is almoſt out, and 
we hope to ſee you again in September. 
I think you ſaid ſo, and pray put Mr. 
B r often in mind of us, that he may 
try to come too, if poſſible. 

We are pretty well, through mercy, and 
Join in love to you and Mrs. C. Mrs. 
N. is a poor, dilatory correſpondent ; ſhe 
would write to her herſel[—perhaps one 
time or other ſhe will try. 

The ſabbath after you left us, I began 
with the ſtory of good old Jacob, for my 
_ morning's diſcourſes, and it will probably 
laſt till we ſee you again. I am, your af- 
fectionate and obliged, e 


E. LETTER 
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© LETTER x. 

Olney, Sept. 13, 1764. 
'f 


Mr Deas BroTHER, 


E 8PENT the laſt week at Aldwinckle, 


which is the reaſon you have not heard. 
from me. Mr, H- is well, and gives 
his love to you. We had a pleaſant 
journey, and came ſafe home on Saturday 
night. Mrs. N. is in tolerable health, 
and all goes on much as when you was 
here. We have had two deaths within 
the laſt week. The one perſon was the 
leader of oppoſition againſt the truth. I 
hope I heartily pitied and prayed for him 
during his illneſs ; but he had no deſire to 
ſee me, at leaſt I was not ſent for till his 
funeral: the other was a quiet believer, 
a man in years, little noticed and diſtin- 
guiſhed ; but the Lord was comfortably 
with him in his laſt illneſs, and he de- 
parted in full aſſurance. May you and 
e L, 


* 
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I, and thoſe who are neareſt to us, find 
the ſame gracious ſupports when we come 
to make the untried experiment !—Soon, 
very ſoon, we muſt leave, or be left, by 
all we hold moſt dear." May we, in the 
awful ſeaſon when fleſh and heart ſhall - 
fail, and no creature-comfort ſtand in any 
ſtead, be enabled to rejoice in God as our 
ſtrength and portion for ever. | 

I ſhould not have troubled you at this 


time but for fear you ſhould think me 


negligent, having nothing new to offer. 
Indeed I could enlarge upon Goſpel tas 
pies, and I truſt the repetition of them 
. would not be irkſome either to you or 
me. Yet muſt we not confeſs, that if we 
are too faintly affected with divine truth, 
it is not for want of hearing and reading 
frequently about it ?—The Goſpel is 
ſounded in our ears, and ſet forth before 
our eyes almoſt continually. Look where 
we will, we ſee ſomething to remind us, 
either of the neceſſity, or of the value of 
a Redeemer. But alas ! amidſt ten thou- 
E 2 ſand 
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ſand teachers, how ſlow are we to learn. 
I am almoſt aſhamed to write and talk ſo 
much about Jzsvs, when I can feel ſo 
little love to him in myſelf: ſo little 1 
mean of the exerciſe and effefts of that 
love, as to the principle itſelf. I truſt his 
own hand has planted it in my heart, and 


that none ſhall. be able to root it out. 


But I would fain expreſs it more evidently 
in my life as well as with my lips. 
I ſuppoſe Johnſon will ſoon put the 
Letters in the preſs. I believe all will be 
_ Tettled about them this week. I am not 
ſolicitous for the ſale, I make little 
doubt of their going off faſt, eſpecially 
with the aſſiſtance of my friends. I doubt 
not your endeavours to forward them, and 
will thank you as well as I can. But what 
I deſire to be moſt ſolicitous about is, that 
they may be attended vith a divine bleſ- 
ſing to the readers, and may be a means of 
comforting the diſtreſſed conſcience and 
awakening the careleſs. 


For 


. 


mne 5 


For this, I beg you to help me moo 


your prayers. 
Believe me afetionaicly your 8, 


N. 
- LETTER xII. 
| Olney, Nov. 3, 1764. 


Dzar Borna, | 


Tun ſeveral things came ſafe ; the 


books I received, and when I have di | 


poſed of them, will give you ſome ac- 
count for the Society. Thus much I can 
ſay in general, that the perſons to whom 
I give the Bibles value We more than 
gold. 

We have many here who eſteem the 
Word of God as their food, and yet are 
very poor and unable to buy a Bible. 
Several ſuch hearts I have gladdened by 
what I received from you and Mr. Guy- 
ther. I have perhaps as many Bibles as 
I ſhall have fit occaſion to diſtribute for 
ſome time—two or three months; but I 

E g ſhould 
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ſhould be glad of more of Dr. Watt's 


hymns, and likewiſe ſome of his divine 
ſongs for children. Wilcox's choice drop 
of honey from the rock Chriſt is a little 
thing I much like: it is not given away 
by ypur Society, but I think Dr. Gifford 


reprinted it, and perhaps by enquiry you 


could procure me a few. 
We ſtill continue to go on peaceably, 
have the bleſſing of health, and are ſur- 


rounded with mercies. Mr. B-—ge 
preached for me laſt week, We agreed 


much approved both his ſermon and eon- 


verſation. Our auditory keeps up, or 


rather increaſes, the weather having been 


well, and ſeemed both pleaſed. I very 


remarkably fine of late; and 1 hope we 


have proofs of the Lord's preſence. 1 


frequently come to the knowledge of one 
or. another experienced perſon whom I 


had not heard of before. 


I with I could find a greater revival in 


my own ſoul. I ſee in ſome meaſure the 


importance of the precious Goſpel truths, 
and 
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and yet am but half affefted with them. 
This is indeed a common, complaint—1 


am relieved by conſidering that it-is a dif. 


penſation of rich love and grace, and chat 
theſe infirmities are in ſome degree inſe= 
- parable from this mortal ſtate. Yet I de- 
fire not to fit down-ſatisfied with my own 


dulneſs, nor to be ealy becauſe grace has 


abounded ; but ſo much the rather ſtir up 


my ſelf to preſs forward, to ſtrive and pray 


for a greater conformity to the Lord je- 
ſus my Head, and a more hvely ſenſe of 
his love. O what a privilege would it be 
to have him always in thought-and view, 
to be always aiming at his praiſe, always, 
ſending forth ardent deſires. towards him, 


always rejoicing in his bleſſedneſs, and 


always depending and reſting upon his 
arm of ftrength—to live under an abiding 
ſenſe of who he is and where he is, and to 
feel our hearts ſpringing upwards in acts 
of faith, love, and ſelf. abaſement conti- 


nually. This would be heaven upon 
earth: but alas! how often is our ſun 
clouded— 


\ 


* 
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clouded—our comforts fail, our ſtrength 
falters, our enemies prevail, and we can- 
not do the things that we would. 0 
There is one thing I forgot to tell you, 
when you was here laſt. You faid that 
the Counteſs of Buchan left Mr. R-—ne 
a very large legacy. 1 doubt not but you 
was told ſo, and had reafon for believing 


tit. But as this report, if not true, may 


be in many reſpects to Mr. R ne's pre- 
judice, I think it my duty to let you 
know that I have very good authority 
from a lady who is intimately acquainted 
with his circumſtances, to believe i it was 
otherwiſe. 

The money left him was wholly for 
charitable uſes, except twenty pounds as 
a legacy for his trouble of diſtributing it; 
and that ſo far from being ſole executor, 


he is not executor at all. If this is indeed 


the caſe, you will be glad to diſcoun- 
tenance the other report, as it might de- 
prive Mr. R ne of thoſe aſſiſtanees 


which I believe his family needs. 
We 


% 
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we ſhould be glad to he Dr. Jennings 
in good time. Remember us todear Mr. 
B——r; when he can find leifure a let- 
ter will be welcome. 


With a repeated tender of our love to 


Mrs. C. we remain 
Acne her's and your 8, 
„ 
ö er 
LETTER XIII. yy 
Olney, Nev. 26, 1 0 


Dear BaoTHER, 1 


Ir begins now again to be time to aſk : 


how you do, and to tell you that by the 


Lord's goodneſs it is well with us, fin ex- 


cepted. My dear has had a flight com- 
plaint, but is better again. I am ſtill 
enabled to preach, and the people ſtill wil- 
ling to hear. Neither ſhort days, uncer- 
tain weather, or dirty roads, make any 
conſiderable diminution in our aſſem- 
blies: and their attention and ſeriouſneſs 


give me hope that they do not all come in 


vain. 


* N 
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f vain. My ſettlement now, including 
the people's ſubſcription and the houſe, 


may be near or about ſixty pounds. Diſ- 
advantages, loſſes, expences in removal, 


and fitting up our little tenement in the 
manner you have ſeen, I compute alto- 


gether at about eighty pounds. Towards 
defraying this-I have had preſents ten 
pounds upon my firſt coming, and ten 
guineas ſince you may gueſs from 
whence. I reckoned upon a little re- 


ſerve in Mr. M's hands—it was not 


much, but it was ull I could call my own, 


and would have been ſufficient to have ſet 

me out a little before-hand ; but now he 
is failed, I expect nothing from that 
quarter, as I know the accounts are un- 
| ſettled: ſo that I ſhould perhaps have 
been under ſome difficulties but for the 
publication of my Letters. Thus when 


one ſpring dries up, the Lord opens ano- 
ther. He has always done me good, and 


I find myſelf enabled to truſt him now 
 vithotit carefulneſs. If he ſends. it as faſt 


a - 
* - 


nu AF }_ DP 1"vOB I CRP TTL 


mn, TT, v* mr 


— 


Erna CORRESPONDENT. 59 : 


as I want it, is not this ſallcieiit # 15 abt 


money in the bank-gs gopd as money in 
the houſe i And arè not the promiſes of 


the all-ſufficient- God better and fſurer 
7 a whole ream of bank- bills? * 


My {ubjetts yeſterday were; Gen. xxxii. 
Num. xxi. v. 8, 9. What can 1 


id you better, than frequent, lively, and 
affeQing views of Him, who, like the 
brazen ſerpent of old, was lifted up on the 
croſs, that we, beholding him by Faith, 


might live, notwithſtanding the old ſerpent - 
has ſo often ſtung us, and filled us with the 


baneful, painful poiſon of ſin Wonder- 
ful are the effetts hen ; crucified; glo- 
rious Saviour is preſented by the power 


of the Spirit, in the light of the Word, ig 
the eye of Faith. This ſight deſtroys the 


love of fin, heals the wounds of guilt, 


ſoftens the hard heart, and fills the foul 


| . 
vith peace, love, and joy; and makes 


obedience pratticable, deſirable, and plea- | 


lant, If we could ſee this more, ve 
ſhould look ew at other things. But, 


alas! - 


. 
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alas! unbelief places a veil before our 
ſight, and worldly- mindedneſs draws our 
eyes another way. A deſire to be ſome- 
thing that we are not, or to poſſeſs ſome- 
thing that we have not, or to do ſome- 
thing that we cannot ſome vain hope, or 
vain fear, or vain delight, comes in like 
a black cloud, and hides our Beloved 
from our eyes. This ſhews what poor 
creatures we are! Notwithſtanding our 
hope that we are converted, we need a 
new converſion every day; and may ſay, 
Vith good old Herbert, — | 
Lord, mend, or, rather, make us!“ 

I ſhall be glad. to hear that Mrs. C. is 
well, and that you are both Þified in the 
Pſalmiſt's enquiry, Pf. cxvi. 12. May his 
grace work in you both—to will and to do 
according to his good pleaſure, and give 
us at 1120 to behold him as he is in W | 

] am, &c. 
LETTER 


. 
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LETTER XIV. 
——— — : 
8 Olney, Dec. rt, 1764. g 
Dax Baoruga, ' 
| I HAVE little to add lince my laſt. The 
one hundred books I have received would 
have been perhaps all gone by this time, if 
they had been all bound. The forty that 
were, went the ſame day they arrived; 
but the people are more. ſlack about the 
others, for they do not know how to get 
them bound 1 in the country. 
Betty Pg, the ſick woman whom 
we went to ſce twice, died about ten days 
ſince. She continued ſtrong in faith and 
patience to the laſt. I preached a fu- 
neral ſermon for her this day ley noight, 
from Rev. vii. b. 14. to 17. We had a 
large congregation, though it was a very 
wet evening. I hope it was a good op- 
portunity. May you and I, and your's 


and mine, be followers of her, and all 
| G thoſe 
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thoſe who, through faith and patience, 
now inherit the promiſes. Then we ſhall 
think little of all the trials that ſtood in 
our way to the Kingdom. I truſt we go 
on comfortably. There is, without 
doubt, an awakening and reviving work 
in and about Olney, though not attended 
with any noiſy, or very remarkable ap- 
pearances. Bleſſed be God for it. My 
health continues, and my dear is pretty 
well; ſo that I have little to complain of 
but my own heart. 

Give our dear love to Mr. B—-r, and 
put him in mind of writing. Tho' I am 
not ſo fully or ſo profitably engaged as I 
believe he is, yet I have enough to make 
me beg letter for letter. I have reaſon to 
hope that the publication of my Letters 
will give ſome additional weight to my 
miniſtry here. The people ſtare at me 
fince reading them, and well they may. 
I am indeed a wonder to many—a won- 
der to myſelf. Eſpecially I wonder that 
I wonder no more. I doubt not your 

| | aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance in helping them off ; but let me 
beg you likewife to help them with your 


prayers, that they may be not only fold, 


| but read; not only read, but accompa- 
nied with the bleſſing and unction of the 
Holy Spirit—that they may be a means to 
awaken the careleſs, confirm the waver- 
ing, and comfort the wounded. 

We join in love to you and Mrs. C. 
and all friends, I am, &c, 

| 4 l b ; N. ' 
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LETTER XV. 
Olney, Jan. 3, 1765. 

DEAR BrRoTHER, 
1 THANK you for remembring me and 
my friend. I make no difficulty of re- 
commending him in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
as to integrity, capacity, and diligence. 
I know him well, and have known him 
long 


The Lord has declared his will by the 
late awful ſtroke, and it is our parts to ſub- 
. mit: 
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1 * A 
mit. We endeavour to ſubmit, not as of 


neceſſity, but as acknowledging his hand. 


But the fleſh is weak. I doubt not but 


you have a friendly ſympathy with us. 
Continue to pray that the Lord may giye 
us a full refignation to his whole will, and 
lead our hearts and affections beyond 
the reach of diſappointment. May this 


mournſul providence be ſanctified to ſur- 


viving friends My dear ſuffers a good 
deal, though ſilently; but I hape the 


Lord does and will ſupport her. If we 


are believers in Jeſus, all ſhall be well, 4 
ere long. I have had a buſy time this 


fortnight paſt - five ſermons a week. The 


Lord give a bleſſing. I truſt he does. 
Without him it is in vain to ſpeak or to 
hear. | 
My engagements grow. ſo upon me, 
that I did not think myſelf at liberty to 
come to London without ſomething of a 
call, though it is probable my love to you, 


and my many friends, would have tempted 


me to have thought a ſlight one ſufficient. 
| But 
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But now the Lord has been pleaſed to 
make this breach upon us, there muſt be 
ſome real and commanding occaſion, or 
we ſhall hardly -ſee London very ſoon. 
It would be only reviving fruitleſs, per- 
haps ſinful grief. The wound muſt have 
lome time to heat. I therefore hope, 
when the days grow a little longer, you, 
and other of my friends, who have oppor- 
tunity, will come to us. We will pay you 
when we can. We ſhall be vaſtly glad to 
ſee Mrs. C. — ibeed 
This is lecture · day. 1 have ſeveral 
letters to write, and the poſt will go ſoon. 
The Lord bleſs you both, and fill your 
hearts with that love and peace, which no 
outward diſpenſation. can take away. 
Alas! for them who bave no hope in 
God, no accels to a throne of grace, no 
ſure promiſe whereon to reſt in time of 
trouble. Pray for us, as we for you. 
I am your obliged, 3 
And afteQtionate Brother, 110 
G 3 5 LETTER 
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\,, LETTER XVI. 
. 49 176 
| Dean Bzornzn, 7” Jon.n the "4 . 
1 Incloſe you a letter to Mr. Farfit; 
| which, if you approve, you will pleaſe to 
ſeal up and deliver to him. I beg you 


will uſe your intereſt, that I may have, as 
ſoon as you can, the books I have 


bdekerein mentioned, particularly, Janeway's 


Token, and likewiſe ſome of Dr. Dod- 
dridge's Sermons to Young People, ” if | 
given by the Society. | 
' Laſt Thurſday I entered upon a new 
fervice. A room in the great houſe being 
prepared for the purpoſe, I began to meet 
 _ the children of the pariſh : but though 
the room was large, it proved rather too 
ſmall for the purpoſe. I had eighty-nine 
the firft time; and though perhaps ſome 
will be weary and drop off, yet, as there 


are many more intended who did not then 
come, 
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come, I expelt my uſual number, when 


ſettled, will exceed a; hundred. I pro- 
poſe to meet them every Thurſday aſter 


dinner not ſo much to teach them a Ca- 


techiſm (tho' 1 ſhall attend to that like. 


wiſe) as to talk, preach, and reaſon with 


them, and explain the Scriptures to them 


in their own little way. 


It would have pleaſed you to ſee them: f 
there are ſeveral among them who diſco- 


ver a ſeriouſneſs and attention beyond 


their age. I have propoſed premiums—a 
great bible and five ſhillings each to the 


beſt boy and the beſt girl, at Whitſun- 


tide, befides proportionable rewards to all 
who behave well; and I believe F ſhall 


make thoſe two, four—that is, two for 
thoſe under ten years, and two for thoſe 
above. Three-fourths of them attended 
at the lecture, and fat together in the 
middle iſle. It was an affecting fight, and 
moved me to pray for them with ſome 
earneſtneſs from the pulpit. If the Lord 
affords his bleſſing, 1 hope this ſtep will 

| be 
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be attended with advantage, not only to 
the children, but perhaps to ſome of the 
parents, who will be ſure to hear from 
their little ones what we have been talking 
of at the great houſe. And where it goes 
no farther at preſent, the children will be 
more orderly and under - reſtraint, · and 
more conſtant in” their attendance at 
church. 

You ſee why I want the little banks 
I had lately the honour to receive a pub- 
lic affront for the Goſpel's ſake :—A man 
in the neighbouring pariſh came to beg I 
would preach a funeral ſermon for his fa- 
ther—he ſaid he had the churchwardens' 
conſent, and owned that he had been to 
ſeveral of the neighbouring clergy : but 
they were all engaged, or he ſhould not 
have come to me. The roads and wea- 
ther were both very bad, yet I was un- 
willing to loſe the opportunity ; therefore 
readily conſented, and propoſed to defer 
the uſual afternoon-preaching at Olney 


till the evening. All things. were. pre- 
pared, 
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pared, and notice given But on Satur- 
day evening the man came to tell me that 
a neighbouring curate, who had the charge 
of the pariſh in the rettor's ablence, abſo- 
lutely refuſed to let me enter the church. 
I hear fince there was a very large con- 
gregation diſappointed : yet I truſt the 
invitation, though it did not ſucceed, will 
have ſome good effect. The poor man 
was grieved: he cared not about. me be- 
fore, but now he ſays he will come to 
hear; and, I believe, others in the pariſh; 
who were diſappointed and vexed, will do 
ſo too, if only to ſhew their diſpleaſure. 
He would not have the other to preach 
the funeral ſermon, nor invited him to the 
burying. The uſual compliment of hat- 
band and gloves was not given to him, but 
ſent to me, though I did not 50 out of 
my own houſe. | | 
I hope this little ebene did me 
good : it led me ſincerely to pray for my 
poor brother in habit, who knows not 
what he does in oppoſing the Goſpel ; and 
it 


70 CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT. 


it made me thankful to diſtinguiſhing grace 
for myſelf, as well as gave me encou- 
ragement to hope that I have been in 
fome meaſure faithful and uſeful, or they 
would not have treated me with ſuch ill 
manners. 
My dear loves and thanks you: She i is 
pretty well; yet the wound is not fully 
healed. We thank Mrs. C. for being 
willing to come: I cannot blame you for 
deferring your journey till the Spring; 
for there is no rambling about Olney with 
pleaſure at this time of the year. I be- 
lieve I have a ſcore or two believers to 
ſhew you, whom I was not acquainted 
with when you were here laſt, and more 
than one or two, who were not then born. 
Bleſſed be God. 

With our love and reſpects to you 
both, I remain, &e. 

J. N. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 


. 
... ——— 


Olney, Feb. 23, 1765. 


Dear Bxorun a, 


1 Believe 1 have two letters to thank you 
for, as likewiſe a barrel of oyſters, which 
came to hand laſt Saturday. We pro- 
mile ourſelves the pleaſure of ſeeing you 
and Mrs. C. when the Spring gets for- 
ward: the leaves and flowers will now 
ſoon begin to peep forth. May you and 
I experience a ſpring-time in our ſouls!— 
How pleaſing, when after a dark winter 
frame, the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhines in 
upon the heart, and, by the powerful in- 
fluence of his healing beams, draws forth 
our dormant graces into exerciſe ! then 
the ice melts, and the waters of evange- 
lical repentance flow—then the deſart be- 
comes a fruitful field, and the wilderneſs 
bloſſoms like a roſe—then, inſtead of the 

thorn of ſelf-conceit and the brier of 


_ worldly 
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worldly care, the plants of the Lord's 
own hand planting, ſpring- up and flou- 
riſh—then a voice of joy, peace, and par- 
doning love is heard in the conſcience. 
O that it were as eaſy to feel it as to 
write about it! but, alas, I find my gar- 
den in a poor backward ſtate: hut, bleſ- 
ſed be God, there is life in the root. 
Almoſt every thing ſeems to flouriſh at 
Olney but myſelf. The prayer-meeting 
I lately ſet up on Tueſday evenings is 
likely to thrive and be comfortable—our 
number is about forty. We might eafily 
enlarge it; but I chuſe to have none but 
ſuch as I hope are downright in earneſt ; 
however 1t increaſes every time. The 
children on Thurſday now amount to one 
hundred and ſeventy-five, and additions 
are offering every week : they make a 
pretty ſhew in the chancel. I have fur- 
niſhed them all with Maſon's Sermon and 
Catechiſm and Dr. Watt's little Hymn- 
Book. They are very fond of coming, 
and there are ſome lookers-on: I expect 
there 


— 
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chere will be more when the weather-is 
warmer. In ſpeaking te the children, I 
ſometimes ſpeak to the by-ſtanders with- 
out ſeeming to intend it ; and who knows 
but a random-ſhot may now and then hit 
the mark? As to the public preaching, 
I believe the Lord is pleaſed to own it. 
Laſt Sacrament-day I had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing two of my own children at the or- 
dinance, who, I truſt, can give a ſolid rea- 
ſon of the hope that is in them; and 1 
know of ſix others that have been 
awaktned within theſe few weeks, who 
ſeem to be in a good way. 

I think the congregations have hands , 
large within this month paſt as they were 
any-time laſt ſummer, tho' the weather is 
cold, and the roads indifferent: there is 
a probability, that, when the Spring ad- 
vances, more will come than we ſhall be 
able to ſeat. This put me upon planning 
a large gallery to be eretted the whole 
length of the north fide of the church, a 
from the door to the chancel. I com- 

H municated 
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municated my wiſh to Lord D=—<th, 
who was pleaſed to approve it, and to pro- 
miſe his, aſſiſtance. A plan has been 
made, and the eſtimate is eighty-five 
pounds to have four depths of hand- 
ſome pews, and an open ſeat behind. As 
I intend to have the beſt front ſeat for the 
accommodation of my friends, and as I 
think it well to ſet a good example to the 
| pariſh, that they may be ſtirred up to give 
freely, — I have myſelf promiſed to fub- 
{ſcribe five guineas; you will perhaps 
think this is more than the poor Curate 
of Olney can well afford: If you do, (and 
- you are not far from the mark) I hereby 
authorize and impower you to levy che 
ſaid ſum upon yourſelf, and your and my 
friends, in the city and eaſtern quarters, 
for my re-imburſement ; and, if 'you 
ſhould have ſomething more than that ſum 
forced upon you, if you pleaſe to ſend it 
here, it ſhall go to the uſe and behoof 
above-mentioned. I limit your diſtrict 


from Temple-Bar eaſtward as far as you 
| pleaſe ; 
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pleaſe; only I have a reaſon for wiſhing 
you not to.apply, upon this occaſion, to 


any immediately in connection with the 


Lock, I would keep that quarter entire 
for any other ſervice that may offer. 


Perhaps we may want another gallery one 
of theſe days. To be ſerious, what aſ- 


ſiſtance you. can procure will be accep- 
table, and, I believe, neceſſary; and it 
was in dependance on your good offices 
that 1 have ventured as above. The 
people that wiſh beſt to the Goſpel in- 
tereſt here, are, in general, ſuch as are 
leaſt able to aſſiſt it with their purſes - but 


we will endeavour to pay you in prayers. 


I hope your ſoul proſpers: let me hear 
from you. You would be glad to ſee my 
children on a Thurſday afternoon : their 
number is ſwelled now to one hundred 
and ſeventy-five. I hear more or leſs 
good news almoſt every week. Pray for 
us.—Qur love to Mrs. C. 

I am your ac and obliged, 
J. N. 
'H2 | LETTER 
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LETTER XVIII. 
i 
Olney, March 16, 1765. "2" 


DEA BROTHER. 
I LOVE to fend you a bit of a letter 

when it can go poſt free, though I have 

little to ſay. Thank you for your laſt, 

We ſhall not wiſh our time away, but 
propoſe ourſelves pleaſure, if April or 
May ſhall bring you and Mrs. C=-—to 
Olney. The leaves and bloſſoms are 
peeping out, and the birds beginning to 
ling already, and things will mend "n 
every week. 

We are all well as uſual, furroutdet 
with mercies on every ſide, and want no- 
thing to make us more happy than we 

are, but a warmer ſenſe of redeeming 
love. Bleſſed be God we are not alto- 
gether aſleep, though too drowſy. © All 
my plantations flouriſh, The prayer- 
meeting is well attended, and in general, 
I hope, 
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I hope proves a time of refreſhment ; ſo 
that ſome of the younger, and more lively 
ſort, are encouraged to attempt another 
on Sunday mornings at ſix o'clock, to 
pray for their poor Miniſter, and for a bleſ- 
ſing on the ordinances. Mͤy children 
now exceed two hundred, as I expected. 
I ſhall be obliged to you to procure me 
what accounts you can, printed or other- 
wiſe, of the Lord's work in America. I 
have had ſome imperfect hints, but want 
to know more. I have heard of ſomg- 
thing remarkable in and about Eong- 
Iſland= likewiſe of a ſehoolmaſter, that 
has had remarkable: ſucceſs” among the 
Indian children. Such as this is*the 
news I want. I am little concerned with 
the treaties and policies of the kings of 
the earth; but I long to hear of the vie- 
tories and triumphs of our King Jeſus, 
and that the gude * his en are 

multiplied. | F 
I want more experience in m Cowl, of 
that ſpiritual energy which is mighty-to 
H3 pull 
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pull down ſtrong- holds, to lay every ima- 
gination and high thing low in the duſt, 
and bring every roving thought into cap- 
tivity to the obedience of Chriſt. My 
heart is like a country but half ſubdued, 
where all things are in an unſettled ſtate, 
and mutinies and inſurreftions are daily 
happening. I hope I hate the rebels that 
diſturb the King's peace. I am glad 
when I can point them out, lay hold of 
them, and bring them to him for juſtice : 


But they have many lurking-holes, and 


ſometimes they come diſguiſed like friends, 
"fo that I do not know them, all their 
hers diſcover them. 

. What a quiet poſture Job's ale were 
in. The oxen were ploughing, and the 
aſſes were feeding befides them—all in 
peace, and no danger near. Who would 
have thought of the Sabeans coming to 
carry all away ? So it is ſometimes in my 
experience. The bands of the enemy 
dreak in, hinder my plowing, ſpoil my 
Paſtures, and rob me of my ſtore—But 

the 
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the mercy is, that there are infinite re- 
ſources in the name of Jelus. One a@ 
of lively faith in Him ſets all to rights, 
heals ey breach, and makes up every 
loſs. 

I am not in a nd humour, fo ſhall 
put you off with this for the preſent. 
With our dear love, and repeated invita- 
tions to you both, I remain 

| been affeQionate Brother, 
I N. 


— 
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U 100 LETTER. xIxXx. 15 n 
e . 
2 . it x0, nes. 


Dax BROTHER, 


As you ſometimes peak of Mrs. c. by 
the name of your partner, we, at the firſt 
reading of your letter, were affected with 
great concern. After we had ſaid, poor 
Mrs. C. and poor Mrs. C. about half a 
ſcore times, and wondered a little that 
you did not expreſs more concern your- 
ſelf, —I, at laſt, found out, by my ſagacity, 
that it was not your partner in life, but 
your partner in buſineſs. 1 hope and 
think it muſt be ſo. Shall be glad to hear 
that you found Mrs. C. well as you left 
Rd LEAP | 
I begin now to think of coming to Lon- 
don. I had not intended it; but Mr. 
Brown intends viſiting Olney for a few 
weeks, which will afford a good opportu- 
nity. If you could have called at Olney 
yeſterday, 


% 
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yeſterday, you would not have ſeen me. 
I was laſt night at Stoney-Stratford, to 
meet a gentleman paſſing from London to 
the. weſt. We continue, through mercy, 
in health and peace, and all goes on fa- 
vourably. I have nothing particular to 
ſay, and being a good deal tired with my 
journey, I content myſelf with this little. 

What more ? Only to tell you what I 
truſt you know,—that the name of Jeſus 
is like ointment poured forth, and to com- 
mend you and your's to his pawn care 
and keeping. 

We join in love to you both, 

And remain, cke. 
J. & M. N. 


— 
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Olney, 12 15 1768. 
Mo. 9 | 8 La 


& HAVE not yet time For by ow MAY 
you expect, and know not when I, ſhall ; 
but was unwilling to let Mrs. S. go with- 
out ſending a tender of our love to you 
and Mrs. C. and to let you know ve con- 
tinue, through the Lord's mercy, to. go 
on in our uſual way. I am ſorry you 
think Mrs. C. will not be with us this 
ſummer. Our houſe is now clear again. 
Mr. Ryland ſends me word that he ex- 
pes Mr. and Mrs. Weſt will be at Nor- 
thampton by this day fortnight, and that 
you propoſe to accompany them. I have 
ſome thoughts of meeting you there on 
Monday the 19th. to eſcort you all to 
Olney; but if I ſhould be prevented, I 
devolve the care of my dear act to 
you. 


cniertau con RS r Dur. B83 
The gallery is finiſhed, but the ſeats 
not yet put up: it was pretty full this af- 
ternoon, and the church below ſtairs as 
much thronged as before. It ſeems, if 
the Lord continues to afford us his bleſ- 
ſing, that we ſhall want another next 
ſummer. It is pleaſing to ſee how the 
people flock from all quarters. The 
Lord grant that they may not. only hear, 
but do his will. Mr. B——ge preached 
for me laſt Wedneſday, and Mr. T—d 
about a month ago. Both I. and my 
people have many helps, and many en- | 
couragements. I hope they are enabled 
to make a good uſe of them : they are as 
lively and as attentive as ever—all our 
meetings well attended, and ſome new 
additions which I have good hopes of. 
As to myſelf, I have more and more ex- 
perience of the evil of my heart; and 
this affords new occaſions for diſcovering 
and acknowledging the Lord's grace and 
goodneſs. In all your travels, you will 
hardly find any one fo ſingularly indebted 


to 
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to Divine Grace and Providence ;- but, 
alas! what poor unſuitable returns, what 
mixtures of evil debaſe my beſt ſervices! 
What I could go on complaining, but 
I check mylelf: 1 am vile indeed, but 
Jeſus is full of grace and truth. He leads 
and guides, he feeds and guards, he re- 
ſtores and heals— He is an all-ſufficient 
Saviour. May my ſoul reſt and rejoice 


in his precious ſalvation, take the com- 


fort of his free promiſes, and give him all 
the glory. 1 hope your ſoul proſpers: 
Take care of ſelf ; this is the worſt enemy 
we have to deal with—ſelf-will—ſelf-wiſ. 
dom—-ſelf-righteouſneſs-—ſelf-ſeeking— 
ſelf-dependance—felf-boafting. It is a 
large family: I cannot reckon up all the 
branches ; but they are all nearly related 
to Satan—they are all ſworn enemies to 
our peace. If we lie low, the Lord will 
raiſe us up ; but if we will be ſomething, 

his Arm will ſurely pull us down. 
I think I have done pretty well, conſi- 
dering 1 it is ny: evening: J have been 
me 


. 
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engaged about fix hours in ſpeaking at 
church and at home, yet find myſelf in 
good caſe, little or nothing fatigued ; but 
if there was occaſion I could readily go 
and preach again. This is one of my 
mercies, which will not laſt always: time 
will have an effect. I this day enter my 
forty-firſt year. How many ed 
have I been witneſs to in the ſpace « 
ſhort life! The Lord grant to us Na 
our's, that our d days ay be our beſt 
days. 395 
It grows dark—muſt ene. The 
Lord bleſs you both; pray for your 
g Affectionate and obliged, 
W 15 Þ6@M-Ne 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXI. 


3 04. 8, 0 
Dax Morus W 
I THANK you for your letter, and for 
your and Mr. B——r's intention to come 
to ſee us. I hope'your next attempt will 
| ſucceed, and that the Lord will permit 
him to come in good time. We ſhall ex- 
peR you both till we ſee you. The chief 
occaſion of this is to introduce Mr. Od 
to you. He was recommended to me by 
a judicious friend, and I believe him to 
be a pilgrim of the right ſort. He has 
been travelling about to ſee Goſpel mi- 
niſters and people, and I ſuppoſe that is 
his chief errand at London. He is quite 
a ſtranger there. I leave him to tell his 
own ſtory, which he will not do very haſ- 
_tily ; for he ſeems a man of few words, 
and very modeſt. I underſtand his in- 


tention is to fix on ſome place to ſettle in, 
where 
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where he may have the benefit of the or- 
dinances, and that he is in eaſy circum- 
ſtances. 

We are glad to — that you and 
Mrs. C. are in health : we wiſh you both 
abundance of grace and peace. 

As to Aldwinkle, I can ſay no more: 
time will ſhew. I hope the Lord will di- 
rect for the beſt; but I can hardly either 
think or wiſh that Mr. Hs ſhould _--- 
have the place. I expected him and Mr. 
Mn laſt week; but the latter had ſome 
ſlight illneſs that prevented. | 

It is a ſmall matter who comes or goes, 
ſo that the Lord is pleaſed to manifeſt 
himſelf with us; I hope, in a meaſure, he 
does: and that he may be graciouſly 
with you and your's, is the frequent 
prayer of | 


* 


Your affectionate Brother, 
J. N . 7 
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LETTER XI. 


Olney, Nev. ts 1765: j 


"Monk Brorns 05 


I SEND you a little bit by Mr. S. tho' 


1 have uot much to ſay, nor much time 


to ſay it in. I came down fafe and 
ſound— found all well: and we go on as 
uſual. Dear Mrs. Ch n did not 


die till laſt night; but hardly ſpake a 
word after my. return. Her funeral will 


be ſome day this week: I expect a large 
congregation, and ſolemn opportunity :— 
Help me with your prayers,” that the 
Lord's preſence may be with us, and ſome 
good done. If we have not ſome raiſed 
up in the room of thoſe- who are taken 
away, we ſhalt grow weak and thin : but 
I truſt he will make his word his power. 
The perſon to whom I refuſed the Sa- 
crament died this day ſev'nnight. No- 


thing appeared in bis caſe to make me 
think 


think I had been too fri in that point, 
but rather reaſpn to be thankful : They 
deſired I would let the clergyman bury 
him who. had attended in his el to 
which I had no objection. „ 

1 hope we had a tolerable day. 1 
preached from Cen. xxit. v. 14. and Phil, 
ii. Happy change, that grace makes 
happy betievers, to whom the Lord is en- 
gaged by promiſe to appear in every mo- 
ment of difficulty, May we grow in 
grace, and in oregon, > of ' our dear 
Lord and Saviour. 

Our love to Mrs, C. I will tet her 
know when the trees and meadows are 
new dreſt and ready to receive her.— 
Pleaſe to give our reſpects to Mr. "and 
Mrs. Duncan. We ſhall be 1 to fee 
them, winter or ſummer. | 

| oY y _ 1 
1 N. 


* 
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© LETTER xxöII. 


| Olney, Dec, 18, 1765. 


f, 


Dran BROTHER, 


| Your letters are Wan bebe but 
few more than that which gives us hope 
of ſeeing you and dear Mr. B—r next 
week. We will ſettle prevchingaunes 
when he comes. | TEN? 
On Chriſtmas-Day I preach i in 4 fore- - 
noon, and at fix in the evening. If Mr. 
Duncan comes down, you may tell bim 
that you know we have two beds, and we 
ſhall expeR the pleaſure ofaccommodating 
him. 
I am truly concerned for Mrs. Weſt; | 
hope I ſhall pray daily for her, for them 
both. I hope the Lord will reſtore him, 
and that this will only be a leſſon in the 
hand of his grace to teach her to ſet looſe 
to creatures: I think none ſympathize. 


more truly than we. An over-ſolicitude 
0 
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is our eaſy beſetting fin, ao Aon 


known once and again what it is to watch. 


by each other's bed-fide in fickneſs. 


This is the third letter I bave wrote. 


ſince our evening-meeting was over; ſol 
muſt be ſhort, eſpecially as we hope ſo 
ſoon to meet. To- morrow I have a 1 
journey in view. 


J vill try to pray for your little girl _ 
ber parents—if the Lord takes her, ſhe 


eſcapes a troubleſome world. If you re- 
ſign her into his hands, and he gives her 


back again to you, I hope ſhe will hve to 


your comfort. 
We wiſh you both a good night, and 


are, &c. 
J. & M. N. 


WIA rejoĩced to bear that you and dear | 


which you tell me Mr. R 
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LETTER XXV. 
con, Jan. 5 er : 


Dean BxoTHER,. 


Mr. B—— r got well up, and go well on. 
You have both been earneſtly remembered. 
amongſt us in prayer, in public and in 
private, fince you left us: and I hope the 
good effects of the vifit are . and wilt 
be, long felt among us. 

Some of the Diſſenters have thanked 


me for bringing Mr. Bir to Olney. 


My dear is a little angry that you have not 
ſent his face. I cloſed the old year at 
the great houſe with the ſame text with 
ne opened 
the new one at the Lock. I preached 
on New-Year's Day morning from P/alm 


xXxXxXviii. 7. In the eyening from Numbers 


x. 29. We had a large congregation, 
and I hope a good time. The Lord 
grant 
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grant that fruit may appear that ſome 
poor ſoul may date the beginning of a 
good work from that day. On Thurſday 
we entered upon the Hiſtory of Perſecu- 
tion from Nom. viii. 36. I ſhall ſpend 
three or four lectures upon that verſe. 

We are glad to hear of Mrs. C.'s wel- 
fare. The Spring will be coming again, 
ere long. I will ſend ber word when 
the trees begin to look green, and the 
flowers peep abroad, I think we have as 
beautiful a ſpring country as: moſt ; but 
Juſt now all appears dreary and waſte. 
The Lord ſend us a ſpring-time in our 
ſouls—may that Voice, which is ſweeter 
than the turtles, be heard proclaiming 
love, joy, and peace in our hearts. 


Remember me to all dear friends: I + 


hope you will ſoon ſend me word that the 
little Society is begun, that we may know 
when to pray for you. Give my love to 
Mr. C—rd; we wiſh him much ſucceſs 


and ſatisfaction. 


„ have 
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I have many letters to write to- day; 
muſt therefore break off, with the warmeſt 
expreſſions of friendſhip, and thanks to 
you and Mrs. C. in both our names. 

May ]zsus, the gracious and compat- . 


Gonate Shepherd, feed, guide, and guard 


you both, and give you an increaſe of 
every ſpiritual bleflingl _ 


i eee, ee el, 


x "Pp" 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXV. 


| e Feb. „ee. | 
Myr Delis BROTHER, | | 

I raank you for your laſt, and am 
not willing Mr. S. ſhould: go without 
ſomething of an anſwer, though I have 
not time to enlarge. Mr. Mn was 
with us from Thurſday to dinner, till 
yeſterday morning. He preached a good 

and acceptable ſermon, which 1 think 
you will eaſily believe. | 
We ſhall reckon upon ſeeing you 
again before very long. The ſooner, and 
the oftener, the better. 1 beg you either 
to bring me one of Mr. Hart's Hymn- 
Books, or to ſend it, if you have time, by 
Mr. S s. Tueſday night I hope we 
ſhall meet again before the Lord. Our 
hearts will be with you in Spitalfields *. 
Jeſus, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, like the 
ä ſun 


A Prayer-Mecting held at Mr. Weſt's, Spitalfields, weaves. 
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ſun in the firmament, can ſhine upon 


millions at once. O may we rejoice in 


his beams — may we be emptied, filled, 
ſtript, adorned, killed, and made alive, by 
the power of his Spirit, from day to day! 


1 Happy are thoſe moments, when we are 


humbled into the duſt, and ſink, as it 
were, into nothing, under a thought of 
what we are, and what unſpeakably glo- 


rious love 1 is manifeſted to us in the Gear 


Redeemer. 


Our beſt love to Mrs. 3 4 hope we 
ſhall ſee you before the butterflowers and 
daiſies are ſcattered over the meadows: 


ff fo, ſhe muſt ſtay till the next time, ex- 
cept ſhe will come twice; for I would have 


her ſee the country in its court uit. 
Our reſpeAs to Mr. Duncan, Mr. and 
Mrs. Weſt, and all our dear friends: We 
ſhall be glad to ſee them at the Sun-Dial 
at Olney.—Pray for us. I am affettion- 

ately, and ſo we are both, 

Her's and Your's, © 

J. &M.N. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 
; 2 F a , re 


Dzarx BroTHEn, - 


Thomas R——n is not coming to Lon- 
don as was expected: the weather diſap- 
pointed him on Thurſday, and now his 
journey is put off. Same day departed 
this-life our old building in the yard; it 
came to a good end, for ſo I account 
it, and have reaſon to be thankful that no 
harm was done. Sally Hull and Molly 
had not quitted it long when the firſt part 
of it came down on Wedneſday evening. 

1 am glad you had a pleaſing meeting 
laſt Tueſday : we met with you, and I | 
truſt! the Lord was with us likewiſe. I 
doubt not but Mrs. W. will be a ſhining * 
Member of your Society, and hope it 
will be a help to her ſoul. 


#1" | The. 
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The Lord bleſs you all, jointly and ſe- 
verally, when together and when apart. 
Our love to Mrs. C. and all friends. 
wy | J. N. 
P. S. In the Gentleman's Magazine 


for the Year 1739 (I think that is the 


year) there is a memorable and awful re- 
lation of the death of Sir Francis N ew, 
port, who pined away under moſt terrible 

agonies of deſpair. It is a ſtory that 
ought not to be forgotten. If Mr. John- 
ſon could procure me the volume in 
which it is contained, I ſhould be glad. 
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LETTER XXVIIL 


Olney, Feb. 12, 1766. | 
DIA BuoTunn, badh 


SINCE my laſt by Setter 1 re! re· 
ceived your's by Mr. Martin. We are 
glad to hear of your proſperity, and wifh 
you both a thriving ſtate of ſoul, and | 
peace in all your concerns. 

I thank you for the contents of 5585 - 
I have had opportunity of knowing much 
of Mr. T I do not wonder that 
you liked him, for I believe he is not only 
an earneſt ſeeker, but a happy poſſeſſor 
of the grace of God: and though for the 
reaſons he told you, he lived ſnug, yet I 
have no reaſon to think he is little, if 
at all behind, the beſt of us,—in ſolid 
knowledge and true experience. I truſt 
the Lord will, in good time, OS him the 
_ deſire of his heart. 


K 2 I hope, 
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1 hope, in a few weeks more, to ſend 
my ſermons, or ſome of them, to London. 
They muſt paſs through the hands of two 
or three, and by the time they are ready 
to be put to the preſs, J hope to have pre- 
pared the reſt. I truſt we met in ſpirit 
laſt night. I can tell you, you are all 
heartily prayed for at thoſe ſeaſons. My 
ſubjekt was from thoſe cheering w — 
Tt is finiſhed. | 

May | Jeſus ſpeak them powerfully to 
all our hearts—He was pleaſed to bleſs 
what he enabled me to ſay, to the deli- 
verance of one poor ſoul who has been 
ſome time in great diſtreſs. She came to 
me this morning, rejoicing as a bird that 
has juſt eſcaped out of the ſnare of the 
fowler. May the Lord bleſs you both. 

. are your much obliged, 
| J. & M. N. 


Our vedding- day ſixteen years, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVII. 


12 iv hs 


ol Merch 4 es. 


Mr Dean Broruzn, 


Wx have been ſome "Oy te the hn 


nace : the Lord grint we may loſe no- 


thing but drofs. My dear Polly has been 
viſited with a fever, attended with un- 
commonly violent pains in her head, for 
twelve or ſixteen hours together. Her 


diſorder began Monday ſev'nnight. The 


fever is at length come to a diſtintt inter- 
miſſion; but its returns are very fierce 
and trying. I ſend this intimation to ſtir 
up you, and our other dear friends, to 
pray for a bleffing. © 

Severe as this affliction is in ſome re- 
ſpects, in others we muſt account it a gra- 
cious diſpenſation. The Lord has fa- 
voured her with remarkable patience and 
ſubmiſſion, and has, I believe, manifeſted 
| K 3 himſelf 


— 


102 CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT. 


bimſelf more nearly to her ſoul than ever 
before. I, likewiſe, am ſupported ac- 
cording to his good promiſe; was re- 
markably ſo on Sunday, when I went 
through the uſual ſervices. | 

Tell Mr. M—n I thank him for his 
kind letter, and ſhould have wrote myſelf 
before now but for what has happened. 

If it pleaſe God that Mrs. N. miſſes the 
return of her fever, he will hear from me 
foon. _ : 

We join in love to you and Fs 
Mrs. C. and beg to be remembered to 
and by all our Chriſtian friends. - 

1 am affeQtionately your's, ben 
J. N. 


- 


Who is a God like our God, that can 
preſerve a ſpark in the waves unquenched, 
a drop in the flames unconſumed, a feather 


in a tempeſt immoveable ! 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXIX. 


| Olney, March q, 1766. 


DAR BroTHER, 


I Believe you have pitied and prayed for 
us—therefore it is right I ſhould thank 
you, and tell you your prayers have been 
heard. My dear is, I truſt, in a fair way 
of recovery. I hope the bark will, by 
the Lord's bleſſing, keep the fever away , 
for ſhe has not had it ſince Thurſday; It 
will, however, take ſome time to reſtore 
her ſtrength, for ſhe has been brought ex- 
ceeding low. Pray that we may be both 

brought out of the furnace, refined as 
gold, and help us to praiſe the God of our 
lives. We ſhall be glad to ſee you when- 
ever you can come. 1 hope we ſhall. 
geet on Tueſday evening. Adieu, the 
bell rings at church. — Your's, &c. ' 


J. N. 
LETTER 
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LETTER xxx. 
— — ins + SE 4 * 
Olney, March 2 3, 1766. 


— 


Mr Dzar BROTHER, ' 


Laave t ſeveral of your very kind let- 
ters to acknowledge; but that in which 
you mention your tour to Olney by the way 


of Oxford, did not reach us till to-day. | 


There are a. few ſtudents of the right 


ſort at Oxford, but I know none of them 


but Mr. Fly. I cannot tell what College 


he belongs to; but if you call on Mr. 


James Stillingfleet, of Merton College, he 
can give you a clue to find them all. I 
am not perſonally acquainted with him, 
but believe he will excuſe my ſaying, chat 
if you mention that I have the pleaſure of 


being your friend, it will be ſufficient for 


an introduction. 
The perſuaſion that we had an Miesen 


in your prayers, and thoſe of our many 
dear 


——ů— td — 1 —— „ 
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dear friends at London, was a great com- 
fort to us in our late affliction. The 
Lord grant, that if we are ſpared to meet, 
you may find the trial has been ſanttified. 
I hope we can fay it was a gracious viſi- 
tation, and though frail fleſh and blood 
ſtaggered a little, yet the Lord, # the 
ſame time that he made us feel our-own 
weakneſs, gave us proof that his Kun 
ing arm was underneath us. 

My dear has in a good meaſure reco- 
vered her appetite and looks, and gets 
forward in ſtrength: if to-morrow ſhould 
be a mild day, I hope ſhe. will pay her 
vows at church. Therefore as you have 
prayed for us, go on to help us to praiſe 
Him, and pray for us again, that we may 
be humble and thankful. 

Mr. Vn came here on Monday, and 
we parted on Thurſday morning. He is 
now @ /filent preacher. His example will 
preach wherever he goes—and ſuch an 
inſtance of ſo zealous, humble, ſkilful, 
and uſeful a man being laid aſide from 
public 
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public ſervice, does, or ſhould preach - 
loudly to me,—not to be high-minded, 


. wile in my own/conceit, or to dream my- 


ſelf a perſon of importance; for I may 
ſee in Mr. V—n and Mr. C——s, that 
the Lord can do without thoſe who are 
better qualified to ſerve him than myſelf. 
It ſhouid likewiſe teach me to be thank- 
ful that my health and ability are con- 
tinued, and ſtir me up to be diligent and 
humble in the uſe of them. | 

It gives me the greateſt pleaſure to find 
and to hear that the Lord is with you, 
that you are comfortable in yaurſelf, and 
| uſeful to others. You and I are bound 
to ſpeak well of Him: how often has he 
healed our breaches, and recovered us 
from backſlidings ! when he renews for- 
giveneſs, he does it fully and freely as at 
_ firſt. He does not upbraid us with what 
is paſt; yet we ſhould not forget it, but 

often remind ourſelves of where we were 
when he firſt found us, and where we 
ſhould have been at laſt, if his mercy had 

Ws not 


— 
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not reſtored'vur-ſouls. The recolleQion 
of his dealings with us, and our dealings 
with him, may be a means, by his bleſling, - 
to make us more humble, thankful, and 
watchful. | 


Our love to dear - Mrs. C. . all 
friends. 


I am, Se. , [4 3. N. 
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LETTER XX XI. 

Olney, April 5, 1766. 

My Dzax Bxorug x; a e 

WI could have ſympathized with you 

and Mrs. C. at any time, but eſpecially at 

the time when the caſe has been ſo lately 
our own. I hope I may promiſe never 
to bow my knee before the Lord without 

- remembering you both, till I hear ſhe is 

better. I hope Jehovah. will be Rophi, 

her healer, as we have found him a healer 
with us. May ſhe be reſtored ſoon, and 
come to Olney to hear our birds ſing, 
and to tell us what the Lord has done for 
her; that he has both healed her diſeaſe 
and pardoned her ſin, and put a new 
ſong of praiſe in her mouth. I am glad, 
however, to hear that you thought her 
better : may the Lord confirm your 
hopes ; then, when we are ſpared to meet, 
| | +8 how 
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how ſhall each of us atteſt, nde own - 


experience; that he is indeed a God * 
heareth prayer. 


cerns are in ſure hands! Not a hair of our 


heads can fall to the ground, but by the 
appointment of Him who orders and 
marſhalls the ſtars, and calls them all by 
their names. Is ſickneſs the preſent 


croſs? It can come no ſooner, nor fall. 
heavier, than he bids it; and when his 


end is anſwered, and his hour come to 


give relief, ſickneſs gives place at bis 
word. The cure becomes eaſy then, 


even where it ſeemed deſperate before. 


Let this comfort you, that ſeſus is the 
Phyſician. I hope this ſickneſs is not 
unto; death, but for the glory of God and 
your mutual comfort: that ſhe will live 
to praiſe the Lord, who drew near in the 
day of diſtreſs, and that you will be fel- 


low-helpers of each other ow 1 OY 


cation. 


What a mercy is it that all our con- 


L | 04-2) ts 
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As to myſelf, I could complain much, 
The Lord gives me liberty in public ſer- 
vice, but in my own ſoul I feel lean, bur- 
dened, and diſtant. . I cloſed my lectures 
on 8th Rom. laſt week, and laſt Thurſday, 
by way of epilogue to them, preached 
from John xiii. 17. My texts on Good- 
Friday were Heb. ix. 16. and Prov. xi. 1g. 
firſt clauſe. Eaſter, Zuke xxiv. 34. and 
Matt. xvi. 26. 

Eaſter-Monday being the fair-day, I 
preached, in the evening, from Rev. iii. 20. 
The texts are all worthy your attention, . 
whether preached from or not, for which 
reaſon I mention them ; ; to which let me 
add one more, as a token for Mrs. C. 
which I pray God ſhe may find fulfilled 
in her experience aial xxxviii. 17. 

It is Saturday evening, and I have a 
letter to write to Mr. B——r, before I 
retire to pray for a bleſſing to-morrow on 
vou, on me, and on all who love the Lord 
Jeſus; muſt therefore add no more but our 
beſt love to 4 Mrs. C. and all friends. 

LETTER 


* 
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LETTER XXXII. 


Olney, April 17, 1766. 


DAA BROTHER, 


Your laſt letter gave us much con- 
cern ; but, I hope, it ſtirs us up to renew 
our prayers for dear Mrs. C. I beg you 
will favour us with a line by Saturday's 
poſt ; and may the Lord grant that it may 
contain a freſh teſtimony of his goodneſs 
in anſwering prayer. I am glad to find 
you ſeem compoſed and reſigned. Our 
comforts are never ſafer than when we 
can fully truſt the Lord to do with them, 
and with us, as he ſees fit. He will not 
willingly or unneceſſarily grieve his chil- 
children, When his arm ſeems lifted up 
to ſtrike them, how often does he put it 
into their hearts to run towards him, and 
humble themſelves before him, and thus 
prevent the blow. May his grace be 
e with 


=. 
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with you both ; then all ſhall be well at 
laſt : but I pray, and would hope, like- 
wiſe, that he will appear in this trouble, 
and raiſe up dear Mrs. C. to be a living 
witneſs of his love and grace, to Four 
great comfort. 

My Lord D— th was again 8 
from coming to Olney ; but he favoured 
me with a very kind letter. I am to con- 
tinue expecting him till I ſee him. Mrs. 
Hinde and Tammy came ſafe down laſt 
night, and I hope the Lord will favour us 
with a happy time: We ſhall remember 
you and your's, I hope, every time we 
. bow our knees 1n prayer. 1111. 

Laſt Sunday I had an opportunity of 
preaching at a place about five miles off. 
The church tolerably large, was much 
crowded, ſeveral round the walls without 
could not get in. 1 ſuppoſe there were 
more than eight hundred people, three 
fourths of whom, perhaps, never heard 
the Goſpel in their lives. I am topreach 


again there the next Sunday evening.— 
The 
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'The Lord grant that good may come of 
it, I owe this opportunity not to favour, 
but the Miniſter died a few months ago: 
the care of providing -is in the widow. 
Other Clergymen have ſerved hitherto, 
and at laſt I was aſked, and gladly em- 5 
braced it. | 
We 2 in our beſt love to you and 
Mrs. C May the e Of * fall - 

your hearts, © | 

. lam,” - Ri wir 
Your afeQionate,. | 11 N 
And obliged Broder, 
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LETTER X XXII. 


DAR BROTHER, | ITY 


I HAD rather you ſhould pay three-pence 
extraordinary than not know how fin- 
cerely rejoiced we were by the receipt of 
your laſt, We defire to thank the Lord 
for his goodneſs to you and dear Mrs. C. 
May he perfect what he has begun, and 
bring her forth as gold from the furnace, 
refined, and meet for the Maſter's uſe !|— 
We ſhall long to ſee her amongſt us; and 
as ſhe has_been brought ſo low, I would 
have her come and take the benefit of our 
Olney air, as ſoon as ſhe conveniently can 
travel, The meadows and buſhes will 


very ſoon be compleatly dreſſed to re- 


ceive her. 
I thank you for your caution about 
over-preaching ; but I think an occaſional 


opportunity 


1 
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opportunity now and then is ; gladly to be 
embraced, of preaching the Goſpel to 


thoſe who fit in darkneſs. However I © 


can by no means conſent to leave Olney 
deſtitute. I ſuppoſe the door now open 
will not be ſo long, and, therefore, for 
once or twice, I determine, in the Lord's 
ſtrength, to venture. 5 

We find Mrs. H— a very aptly: 
viſttant. I truſt the Lord has begun a 
good work in her of a truth, and hope 
the will grow and ſhine. Tammy, like- 
wiſe, ſeems to turn out a good girl; 


though volatile, yet I hope ſhe has ſome 


ſerious thoughts at times, and I truſt the 


Lord, who has wonderfully led her under 
the care of fo good a friend, will, in his 
own due time, anſwer my prayers and de- 
fires concerning her, and draw her nearer -—- 


to himſelf. | | 
Through mercy we go on pretty well, 

though few new awakenings come to my 

knowledge : We hope to be all in a body 


to-night at Spitalfields, May the Lord 
-v meet 
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PI 


meet with us, and incline our hearts to 
unite in prayer for the beſt blefinge for 


each other. Ko. Þ 
I am affectionately 
Your obliged friend, 
And ſervant 1 in the Lord, 
J. N. 


* 


LETTER 
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+ Oliey, May 4; 1766. 


Dian Baorurn, 


WX have only time to love and thank 
you for your letters, and all your favours. 
I am already ſhut out from the extraor- 
dinary ſervices; for which I ſtood engaged, 
and I am afraid I ſhall be ſeldom in dan- 
ger of hurting myſelf by preaching out of 
Olney. This makes me willing to catch 
every occaſion of -making hay while the 
ſun ſhines. I deſire to bleſs God that I 
can preach at Olney, and fince the laſt 
repulſe I hope I am aiming to ſet a higher 
value upon my privilege than before. I 
think and hope I would not ſell my liberty 
of the pulpit, for what even the world 
might account a large eſtate : for tho” 
I am happy in many comforts, I truſt the 
chief thing for which I wiſh to live, is to 

proclaim 
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proclaim the praiſe of the Grace that cal- 
led me out of darkneſs into his marvel- 
lous light. 
We thank God for "aa Mrs. C——"xS 
recovery. 1 hope the Eſſex air will re- 
pair her ſtrength: then let her come to 
Olney, for (no offence to Efſex) our air 
is very good; and we have hitherto ſent 
our company back well, who complained 
when they came to us. I hope Mrs. 
Hinde will tell you ſhe found benefit by 
it. The beginning of your letter raiſed 
our ſpirits about dear Mr. & Mrs. B——r: 
but they ſunk before we came to the bot- 
tom, We thank them for intending to 
come ; however, we are not willing to 
take the will for the deed, but ſhall wait 
in hope, that the Lord will afford, in the 
beſt time, the deſirable opportunity. 
We have the pleaſure of Mr. Butcher's 
company : he ſends his compliments, 
We ſhall, I hope, have a meeting in ſpi- 
rit, Tueſday evening, with our. dear 
| friends in Spitalfields, May the Lord 
give 
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give us to hear his voice, feel his power, 
and taſte his love. My ſubjefts were to- 
day, Prov. iii. v. 11 & 1a. and Phal. ii. 
v. 12 K 13. I commend the firſt to Mrs. 
C. the other to you, or rather both to each. 
I expett another pulpit to be open to 
me (for once at leaſt) in Whitſun- week, 
at a place about eight miles off. Pray for 
me that I may be faithful and uſeful. 1 
ſuppoſe it will be too ſaon to expect you 
down to accompany we thither : but 
hope you will make what haſte you can. 
I have got a young lamb or two added 
to my fold lately; one of cem is ſtill ly- 
ing, as it were, within the wolf's paws, 
but I truſt the good Shepherd will not 
ſuffer him to- tear her. Pray for her. 
The Lord add to their number. What 
an encouragement is it to know that the 
work is the Lord's, and he will command 
the bleſſing. My dear ſays I muſt leave 
off, when I have mentioned my beſt love 
to you both and to all friends. 
I am affeQtionately, J. N. 
LETTER 
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©, LETTER XXXV. . 
| My DAR BROTHER, 1 ; 


; |" nal my ſending you this, which 1 
will hardly think worth poſtage. We 
hope we are now ſatisfied that Mrs. C. is 
well content to prolong her ſtay with us, 
if you do not come to fetch her away 
next Saturday, which we hope you will 
not. We will do our beſt to make her 
eaſy: May the Lord make her ſtay profi- 
table to her ſoul. We are all well. The 
weather will not allow us to go to Ald- 
winkle this week—perhaps we may next. 
I have wrote two ſuch long letters to 
Mrs. H. and Mr. B. that eyes, pen, and 
ſpirits all fail-together.—Adieu, the Lord 
bleſs you, prays nnn, yours, 


hire 


LETTER 
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— em 


Olney, June 29, 1766, 


Dean BROTHER, ad 


We are very * 4 hear that you and 
Mr. O——d4d and Mrs. C. got ſafe to 
town. We are now tolerably fixed in 
our new houſe, and it is to be conſe- 
crated this evening by our uſual prayer- 
meeting. The old building is down, and 
the cellar almoſt dug. Pray for us that 
our hearts may be kept from cleaving to 
the duſt, or having our thoughts too 
much taken up with trifles. May we 
never forget that we are ſtrangers and 
pilgrims. All houſes and plates are 
nearly alike all pleaſant, when the Lord 
ſhines upon the heart, and none tolerable 
to a ſoul that has taſted he is gracious, 
withqut him. We are now ready for the 
reception of our friends as uſual. & 
M ; The 
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The Weſt-Indian came ſafe and Cond; 
He is at preſent cloſe priſoner in a tub of 
ſalt and water. We intend he ſhall live 
(if he pleaſes) till to-morrow night, be- 
cauſe to-morrow is the fair-day, for all 
the country to ſtare at him, and then off 
goes his head. You would be diverted 
to ſee with what amazement he is viewed. 
Some admire him, ſome are frightened— 
ſome ſay it is a fiſh, ſome think it. is a 
bird, but many ſuppoſe it to be an out, 
landiſh toad: Juſt ſo wiſe are the wiſe 
men of the world—in judging of the true 
believer, | 

Me are now. entered upon a new. ſab- | 
bath—My heart has been with you, May 
the Lord bleſs the proviſions of his houſe 
this day ; and may, your ſoul and mine 
thrive in the fat paſtures of his love. 
My dear and I ſend our beſt love and 
thanks to your dear and you, Farewell. 

Your's affectionately, J. N. 

The day is half over. I have juſt 

preached from Job ii. v. 6. May the 
Lord 
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Lord preſerve us from the power of Sa- 
tan, or bring us fafely through, 


LETTER XXXVII. 


dont) Olney, Fuly 3, 1766. 
DAA BaoTHaR,, 
Indoſed you have a pacguet for Mr. 
Mn, which I beg you to deliver. Mr. 
Catlett propoſes calling on you, and will 
tell you that we are, through the mercy 
of God, in health and peace. We ſhall. 
be glad to ſee you in our new houſe. 
The works at the Vicarage are begun, 
and, if it pleaſe God to favour us with 
good weather, would proceed a-pace. 
Indeed, we have need to pray for wea- 
ther, not for our concern; which is 
trifling, but on account of the country, 
that the hay may be gathered in and the 
corn forwarded: we have bardly ſeen 
ne ſun for a week paſt. 

Ma On 
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On Tueſday evening we attended'in a 
body to hear Mr. G —Þ, of RI. 
I was willing to do eyery thing in my 
power to remove his prejudices (if he has 
any) againſt us; and the greateſt com- 
pliment I can pay any one, is to ſuſpend - 
our meeting when it -interferes with their 
preaching. Beſides this, I met him to 
breakfaſt at a friend's next morning : it 


came to my turn to pray, which gave me 


an opportunity to expreſs my good wiſhes | 
for him. Monday evening being fair- 
night, I preached from Prov. xxiii. v. 23. 
* Buy the truth and fell it not.“ I 


thought I had liberty: we had a tolerable 


congregation : the Lord give his bleſſing. 

To-day I begin again to meet my dear 
children, a ſervice which partly through 
neceſſary hindrances, and partly through 
temptation, &c. on my part, has been too 
long interrupted. I find it is not ſafe to 
deſiſt or ſtop ſhort in a good work, for 
the enemy will try various ways to pre- 
vent our reſuming it. The Lord make 
me 
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me wiſe, and watchful, to withſtand and 
overcome all his devices. | 

The poor woman who has been ſo 
long ill, whom Mrs. C. went to ſee, was 
taken to a better world laſt Monday.—I 
truſt ſhe will ſtand at the Great Day a 
monument of rich grace, and of the 
Lord's particular goodneſs to unworthy 
me. She was a dark, wicked creature 
when I came to Olney, and ſome time af- 
terwards. | | | 

May we all meet there to rejoice in the 
joy of his people. Farewell. Pray for 
us, as we for 1 | 


M3 LEITER 
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N. e, 


DAR Brornze, 


— 


Wr u thank you. for the ans which 
came well down; and proves very good 
We were concerned to hear that Mrs. C. 
had a touch of the fever, but hope (as 
your laſt ſays nothing to the contrary) 
ſhe is quite well again. If not, try an 
approved remedy ; ſend her back to Ol. 
ney.—Your information about Mr. Whi- 
taker came but juſt in time. -I hope the 
next time they appoint will be certainly 
kept; for it is very diſagreeable to give 
notice and raiſe people's expectations for 
nothing. Therefore do not let us hear 
of it, till you are _— ſure of its taking 

| place. of - 
I can now tell you that my dear is 
groaning with a great pain in her face, 
and 
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and I am ſometimes groaning to ſee her. 


How many things are theſe "frail bodies 
ſubject to! But as it is not a threatening _ 
diſorder, I hope we ſhall both be enabled 
to bear it with compoſure. May the 
Lord ſanctify ſickneſs and pain, to quicken 
our deſires and meetneſs for that better 
world, when pain ſhall be no more. 
_ I hope you will find time to come down 
again, and take a lodging in our preſent 
| habitation. The new building at the Vi- 
carage is going on, and we hope to bave 
all the maſons work completed, before : 
winter; but we ſhall not be able to return 
"till Lady-Day at ſooneſt, perhaps not till 
Midſummer. Is not his too far forward 
for ſuch frail creatures t to look to? Bleſs 
ſed be "God for the hope of, better angl 
unchangeabſe manſions. —We add na 
more but, our r beſt love to Mrs. C. and 15 
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LETTER XXXIX. - 


4 . 
— — 
i 
* 


Olney, Fuly 26, 1 766. 


Dzaz BrotHER, 


Wx ate much diſappointed at not 
having ſeen you and Mrs. C. yet, eſpe- 
cially as you have lately been ill. What 
more likely means to confirm your health 
than to change the ſmoke of London for 
good wholeſome country air? AndI hope 

| you have a good opinion of the air at 
Olney. - | 
I hope you find affliftion ſanAified: 
let not the ſtrong man truſt in his ſtrength. - 
A little illneſs you ſee makes a dif- 
ference. Let not a living man depentl 
upon life; for what is life but a vapour, 
which continueth a little while, and then 
vaniſheth away ! But let us glory and 
truſt in Jeſus—His ſtrength never fails 
His years have no end. 4 
| I have 
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I have been preaching to-day from 
Joſiua iv. v. 10, 11. and 1 Kings xvii. 
v. 7. O how valuable is an intereſt in 
Him, who is an abiding ſpring when 
every ſtream fails, and who can dry up 
Jordan at the very time when it over- 
flows its banks; and make a ſafe and plea- 
ſant paſſage through the ſwellings of the 
black river—Death ! I hope you found 
the value of his precious name, when 
your late ſickneſs gave you a ſenſible 
proof of the vanity of every thing elſe. 

We reached the wicket-gate laſt Tuef- 
day, and ſhall perhaps ftay there a fort- 
night. There is ſuch a fulneſs and 
depth in the Pilgrim's Progreſs, that a 
{mall portion of it affords a ſufficient text 
for an evening; and I ſee more in it, 
now I come to examine it cloſely, than I 
ever obſerved before, though I have read 
it ſo often that I have it in a manner by 
heart, | 

We have ſet up a new meeting on Fri- 
day evenings, in which my ſheep and 

lambs 
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lambs are to be divided into ſmall flocks 
of eight or ten, or twelve at a time, for 
converſation, ſo that their turns will come 
round about once in ſix weeks. Pray for 
us that we may be healthy and thriving, 
and that the wolf may be kept from the 
fold. I have about twenty lambs, every 
one of which is worth more than all the 
cattle that will be in Smithfield theſe ſe- 
ven years, | 
With our dear love to you both, wiſh- 
ing you all the bleſſings of the New Co- 
venant, I remain 
Affectionately your's, 
I. N. 
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LETTER XI.. 


/ 


Olney, Fuly 26, 1708. 


Mr Dean BroTHER, 3 | 1 


I Seldom chuſe to let Semples go without 
a line; nor will 1 now, though I have 
little to offer. Indeed, we ſhould never 
be weary of writing and reading about 
Jeſus: if his name ſounds warm to your 
heart, you may call this a good letter, 
though I ſhould not add a word more. 
How. faſt the weeks return—we are X 
again upon the eve of a ſabbath. May 
the Lord give us much of his own ſpirit 
on bis own day. I truſt I have a remem- 
brance in your prayers. I need them 
much my ſervice is great. It is, indeed, 
no ſmall thing to ſtand between God and 
the people to divide the word of truth 
aright—to give every one their portion 
to withſtand the counter tides of oppoſi- 
tion " 
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tion and popularity and to preſs thoſe 
' truths upon others, the power of which 
I, at times, feel fo little of in my own. 
foul. A Cold, corrupt heart is uncom- 
fortable company in the pulpit. Vet in 
the midſt of all my fears and unworthi- 
neſs, I am enabled tõ cleave to the- pro- 
miſe, and to rely on the power of the 
Great Redeemer. I know I am engaged 
in the cauſe againſt which the gates of 
Hell cannot prevail. If He died and 
roſe again, if. He ever lives to make inter- 
ceſſion;—there muſt be ſafety under the 
ſhadow of his wings: there would I lie. 
In his name I would lift up my banner, 
in his ſtrength I would go forth, do what 
he enables me, then take ſhame to mylelt 
that I can do no better, and put my hand 
upon my mouth, confeſſing that I am duſt 
and aſhes, leſs than the leaſt of all his 


mercies. 
we ſuppoſe you will get this before: your 
next meeting at Mr. Weſt's: my heart 
will be with you there, and I and my dear 

friends 
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friends attempting to pray for you all.— 


May that little meeting be as a garden 


planted and watered by the Lord: may 


great grace be with your dear Miniſter, 
and with all the members: and may you 


and dear Mrs. C. grow up as plants of 
renown, and find every ordinance, oppor- 


tunity, and providence ſanQtified to the 


good of your ſoul. 
_ Your's, &c. 


N LETTER 


go OS 
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Olney, 08. 125 1 
My DAR BuoTuzn, 


1 MET my dear at Newport, and we 
came ſafe home to tea. How gracious is 
- the Lord! Several whom ſhe left well 
have died in her abſence ; yet we are 
preſerved in peace, and enriched with 
_ comforts on every fide. We return our 
joint thanks to you and Mrs. C. and all 
our dear friends for their great kindneſs. 
I have not wrote to you lately, becauſe 
you had one with you who could tell you 
much of my mind. I have had my 
health perfectly, and all things have been 
well with us abroad and at home—only 
the common cauſes of complaint, arifing 
from a depraved nature, and the workings | 
of indwelling fin. I wiſh I was more 
humbled for them, and watchful againſt 

them, 
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them. I truſt I do, in ſome meaſure, 
know what manner of perſons the Lord's 
redeemed ought to be, and I hope ſin- 
cerely to be growing and prefling for- 
ward; but, indeed, I am not what I would 
be or ſhould be. I would be thankful ; 
few have more evident cauſes: I would be 
humble; none can have greater reaſon: 
I would be more ſpiritual- minded, for 
even my experience tells me, all below is 
vanity ; and, ſurely my lot is peculiarly 
favoured, for the Lord has wonderfully 
prevented and exceeded my wiſhes on 
every hand: But without the light of his 
countenance. all is faint and - taſteleſs., 
Bleſſed be God for the news of a better 
world, where there will be no ſin, change, 
or defect, for ever. And let us praiſe him, 
likewiſe, that he has appointed means of 
grace and ſeaſons of refreſhment here be- 
low, for a throne of grace, a precious 
bible, and returning ordinances : theſe 
are valuable privileges, and ſo they ap- 
pear to us when our hearts are in a lively 
C 
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frame. Then every thing appears little 
and worthleſs, in compariſon of commu- 
nion with God. O for a coal of fire 
from the heavenly altar to warm our 
frozen ſpirits—O for a taſte of love, and 
a glimpſe of glory, that we might mount 
up as with eagle's wings! Let us pray 
for each other. 

Sunday morning.—I am unwilling to 
fend the paper half empty, therefore 
would ſcribble ſomething. Mrs. N. came 
home well,, but was yeſterday morning 
ſeized with a complaint that has proved 
rather violent, and made her weak ; but I 
now hope it will go favourably off, and 
perhaps prove a means of preventing 
ſomething worſe ; but it will confine her 
from public worſhip to-day. It is a com- 
fort, under all changes, to be enabled to 
look to covenant love and ſpecial grace. 
The Lord has promiſed to direct, mode- 
rate, ſanQify, and relieve every trial of 
every kind. I long to have a more en- 
tire ſubmiſſion to his will, and a more 
ſtedfaſt 


% 
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ſtedfaſt confidence in his word to truſt 
him and wait on him to ſee his hand and 
praiſe his name in every circumſtance of 
life, great and ſmall. The more of this 


ſpirit, the more heaven is begun upon 
earth. And why ſhould we not truſt 


Him at all times? Which part of our paſt 


experience can charge Him with unfaith- 
fulneſs? Has he not done all things well ? 
And is he not the ſame yeſterday, to-day 
and forever ?—O my ſoul, wait thou on- 
ly upon Him. And may this be the defire 
and attainment of you and dear Mrs. C. 
I he bells are juſt beginning to call me 
to church. Lord, meet us there, and 
pour forth thy good Spirit on all my fel- 
low-labourers and fellow-worſhippers:— 
May you and your's taſte to-day that he | 
is gracious. 
Our beſt love to you both. Rinks 
ber us to all friends——time preſſes. 
I am, ſince rel, 

. | J. N. 


N3 —- LETTER 
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Olney, Oct. 9, 1766. : 


Dear BROTRIR, 


I Received your letter, and thank you 
for your intelligence. The Lord has 
brought us through another ſabbath. I 
have been ſometime (in a morning) on 
Tſaiah xlii.—to-day began the 5th verſe. 
In the afternoon J ſpoke a little of Sa- 
tan's trials, from 2 Cor. ii.—14. The 
good Lord keep us from his deluſions: 
he is always dangerous, but never more 
ſo than when he pleads for Goſpel doc- 
trines in order to abuſe them, and when 
he tries: to paſs his counterfeit humility, 


zeal, and ſanity upon us for true gold. 


No coiner can equal him for imitation: 
Where Chriſt has a church, he will have 
a ſynagogue : where the Spirit produces 
any graces, he, like the magicians of 

| Egypt 
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Egypt, will do ſomething as like it, and 
vet as unlike it as poſſible. He has a 
| ſomething that comes ſo near the Goſpel, 
that it is called by St. Paul another Gof- 
pel, and yet, in reality, it is no Goſpel at 
all. He deals much in half convictions 


and almoſt Chriſtians, but does not like 


thorough work. He will let people talk 


about grace as much as they pleaſe, and 


commend them for it, provided talking 
will ſatisfy them. They may be zealous 
either for the blood, or the water, or the 
Spirit, which they themſelves chuſe, pro- 
vided they will be content with one, to 
the negle& of the other two. He will 
preach free grace when he finds people 
willing to receive the notion, as an ex- 
cuſe and a cloak for idleneſs. But let 


him look and talk as he liſt, he is Satan 


ſill; and thoſe who are experienced and 
watchful may diſcern his cloven foot 
hanging below his fine garment of light. 
And he is never more a Devil than when 
he looks moſt like an Angel, Let us be- 


ware 
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ware of him, for many wiſe have been 
deceived, and many ſtrong have been 
caſt down by him. Let us continually 
apply to Him who is able to keep us from 
falling, and to preſent us ſpotleſs in the 
end. 
I remain, &c. 
]. N. 


e e LETTER 
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LETTER XLII. 


f 4 November 23, 1766. 
My Dear BroTHER, | | 


Your laſt led me to hope I ſhould ſee 
you this paſt week: I ſhall now continue 
looking for you till you come. Your 
laſt letter J have not at hand at--preſent ; 
therefore cannot touch every particular. 
We were glad to hear of your welfare 


and Mrs. C.—May the Lord continue it, 


if it be his good pleaſure : but eſpecially 
may he graciouſly ſanctify every comfort 


and every croſs to you and to us: me- 


thinks this ſhould he our chief defire—it 
will little fignify hereafter, what were 
the means by which the Lord was pleaſed 
to do us good. In general, we may ex- 
pet a mixture of each. Old Biſhop 
Cooper compares the life of a Chriſtian to 
a piece of cloth—the long threads reach- 

ing 
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ing from the cradle to the grave, are all 
trouble and ſorrow from end to end; but 
then the whole ſpace is filled up, and in- 
terwoven with innumerable mercies. I 
think it is a good compariſon; for what 
moment of our lives is not attended with 
bleſſings and favours beyond our power, 
either to count or value ? eſpecially it is 
ſo with you and me, and our's, for even in 
what we call our times of trial and afflic- 
tion, we are ſurrounded with numberleſs 
mercies, which thouſands of our fellow- 
creatures are ſtrangers to. 
The Lord has brought us comfortably 
through another ſabbath—thus Eternity 
draus near us by weekly ſtrides. It is a 
mercy to be able to think: how faſt time 
wears away, without being alarmed. In- 
deed, if we belong to Jeſus, we need not 
wiſh time moved ſlower; for can we be with 
our Beloved, or be like him too ſoon ? 
Yet the fleſh is cowardly, and there 1s 
ſomething yet remaining in our hearts 
that cleaves to the duſt—otherwiſe nothing 
would 
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would make this life defirable, or even to- 
lerable to a believer, but for opportunities 
of glorifying God, and promoting the 
good of precious fouls. Well, ſince we - 
know we cannot live long, may the Lord 
enable us at length to > begin to live to 


391" auer 
My texts to-day were Fer. xxiii. 6. and 


Numb. xxiii. 19. They are both ſweet 


ſubjeas, and go well together—-the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt and the faithfulneſs 
of God; if theſe are on our ſide, then 
come what will, all ſhall be vell. 
1 N. 


ETTER 
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' LETTER XIIv. 
| Olney, Dec. 4, 1766. 


' Dzar BROTHER, 


I THANK. you for your laſt, and for 
your intention to ſee us next week, We 


are heartily glad to hear that Mrs. C. is 


better. I hope we ſhall continue to pray 


* that all your trials may be ſanctified. We 


deſiſt from the means when our end is 
anſwered, and fo does the Lord. He 
ſends afflictions to humble and prove us, 
to quicken us in prayer, and to fit us for 


praiſe : and when they have had theſe ef- 
| feQs, he commands deliverance—yea, ſo 


tender is he, and compaſſionate to our 


weaknels, that he often removes the croſs 


before our hearts are duly humbled by it; 


and he ſeldom ſends his heavier diſpenſa- 


tions *till he has tried lighter, and they 
have proved (through our ſtubborneſs) 
| ineffectual. 
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ineſtectual. Then, indeed, he will add to 
them both in number and weight, till he 
has accompliſhed his deſign, and done us 
good in ſpite of ourſelves. 

We have had a deal of preaching at 
Olney theſe two weeks paſt: indeed I 


never ſaw a place ſo much favoured in 


that reſpe@, enjoying, befides the ſtated 
ordinances, ſuch a variety of occaſional 


helps. O that there were an heart in the 30 


people, and in me Nee improve theſe 
privileges! 


YouPs, Ge. 


LETTER | 
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LETTER XLv. 


. 
* * 
1 
0 * 1 * 


1 


December 16, 1766. ä 


Daa BroTHER, 


I THOUGHT of you yeſterday about 

- four o'clock, hope you and our friends 
had a comfortable meeting, and that you 
found Mrs. C. well. I have little to ſay, 
as we fo lately parted; only that we love 
you, and wiſh you both much proſperity 
in the name of the Lord. Let us follow 
on to know him; he has greater things to 
ſhew us than we have ever yet ſeen— 
heighths and depths, and lengths and - 
breadths of love, paſſing knowledge. We 
are as yet but entered upon the ABC of 
Chriſtianity ; we are mere horn-book be- 
lievers, and, like young ſcholars, we think 
we know a great deal, becauſe we are ig- 


norant of what remains to be learnt. 
Your's, &c. J. N. 


LETTER 


— 
- 3 
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LETTER XLVI. 
_ Olney, Jan, 15, 1767. 


' *+% $44 fo 
My Deas Borax, 


7 * 


You were kind to ſend me the texts 
you heard from in the late holidays ;— 
mine. were, Chriſtmas morning, Luke 
ii. 14.—evening, Gal. iv. 4 and g.—New- 
Year's morning, Deut. it. 7.—and my an- 
niverſary ſermon to the young people 
from Amos v. 14. O that I may be able 
to inform you that it was a time of loye to 
ſome poor ſoul. 

1 was much alarmed and concerned 
laſt night at an intimation from Mr. T. 
that the ſtock of corn in your metropolis 
| was nearly expended. I think I never 
was more ſenſibly ſtruck with any news; 
and, indeed, I never heard any of ſuch 
vaſt importance. My thoughts were fil- 
led with the diſtreſſes of the poor, and 

F O 2 not 
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not the poor only. But I was ſomething 
compoſed by Jonah iv. 11. and by recol- 
lecting that in our great city, the Lord 
not only looks upon the whole with the 
compaſſions of his common providence, 
Luke vi. 35. but upon many (I hope 
thouſands) as his dear children in Jeſus, 
to whom he has given that precious key 
of prayer which will, open every lock: 
And, therefore, though we had a very 
heavy ſnow laſt night, I went to bed with 
good hope that the Lord would very ſoon 
cauſe the weather to change, and thereby 
reſtore the communications with London. 
My hopes are ſo far anſwered, I found 
the froſt broke when I awoke ip . the 
morning, and we are now favoured with 
a general thaw, Indeed times are very 
hard at Olney, and the poor ſuffer much, 
for they are exccedingly numerous; but I 
hope we are in no danger of an abſolute 
dearth. I wiſh we may all learn to be 
more thankful to our gracious Provider, 


and more ſenſible of his hand and good- 
neſs 


42 
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neſp in every morſel of bread we eat. 
How ſoon could he ſtarve us, and —_ 
ally have we deſerved it. 


I am glad to bear that the Sciipmrs | 


rn done. I can put off as many 
as you pleaſe at the Goſpel rate—1/aiak 


Iv, 1. but in the way of ſale I ſuppoſe two 


or three dozen packs will be as many as 


I can diſpoſe of for ſome time. I ſhould 


hope the ſermons: are by this time pub- 
liſhed, or at leaſt that the books ordered 
ſor preſents are Tent off: but Mr: John- 


ſon is as ſtill as a mouſe, It is time, 


however, to beg of you and of my dear 
friends in your circuit, to pray earneſtly 
that they may be attended with the bleſ- 
fling and unQtion of the Spirit of God, and 
made of fome uſe to confirm the hearts of 
his people, and to open the eyes of ſin- 
ners. I have had ſome favourable ac- 
counts of two perſons within theſe few 
weeks, but they are ſuch as none would 
have looked upon but the Lord. It is 


vell for them (as it was well for me) 


O 3 that 
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chat he keeps the diſpenſation of grace in 
his own hand. Had it been left to me 
to have choſen two out of the congrega- 
tion, I certainly ſhould not have choſen 
them, One is a woman ſubject to great 
diſorders in her head, which make her 
not much better than what we call half- 
, Witted : the other an old man, ſome years 
above ſeventy, and both as poor as La- 
zarus. The old man I have not yet had 
opportunity to ſpeak with; but I have 
good hopes of the woman. Well, if they 
and I get ſafe to meet together in glory, 
we may look and wonder at each other to 
eternity.—Let who will cavil and diſ- 
pute, I have good cauſe to admire and 
adore ſovereign, diſtinguiſhing Love, that 
chuſes freely, and acts as far above our 
thoughts and ways as the heavens are 
higher than the earth. 

We ſhall be glad to hear from you, and 
eſpecially if you can tell me good neus 
reſpecting the dearth ; do not defer it a 
ſingle paſt, for this concern lies with a 

| weight 
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weight upon my mind. Laſt Tueſday 


night I ſpoke from the caſe ' of Hagar 
when ſhe ſat weeping over her empty 
bottle, and talked of dying for thirſt when 
there was a well juſt by her. Is not this 
too often the very caſe with us? when 
our ſtock is ſpent we are ready to deſpond, 
as though there were no treaſury ap- 
pointed- for our relief, or we had no li- 
' berty to apply. | | | 
| I am, your affectionate | ian 
oP”. And obliged, td AB 


F 
* 
| J. N. 
* . . 
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bf Olney, 2 29, 1767. | 


Mr Day: Baoruzz, line 


* 


* 


of our poor, which has been diſtributed 
according to your deſire, where it was 
much needed. Indeed, the times are 
very hard, and call for all my compaſſion 
and aſſiſtance. I truſt we met laſt Tueſ- 
day night. I ſpoke from Iſa. xl. 31. and 
I hope we had a pleaſant time. Indeed, 
the Lord is often 5 to us in theſe 
meetings. 

The week before, in the height of the 
ſevere weather, I ſpoke from Gen. ix. 14. 
which the Lord has been graciouſly 
pleaſed to verify, by ſending a deſirable 
change of weather. Thus in the midſt of 
judgment he remembers mercy. I hope 
the * of London (clpecially his own: 


people) 
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people) are 'mindful of his goodneſs in 


anſwering prayer, and removing the 
threatening apprehenſion of extreme diſ- 
tres. We had prodigious quantities of 
ice, at the breaking of the froſt, brought 
down the river, which we were appre- 
henfive.would. have deſtroyed the bridge. 
There was, however, little damage done 
here ; but it carried away the flood-gates 


of Mr. Perry's mill, and has reduced him 


to che diſagreeable ſituation of a gentle- 
man; for he will not be able to grind till 
the damage is repaired; and they fay it 
cannot be attempted till towards May. 


It is a croſs, and will probably be a loſs | 
to him; but I truſt he ſees the Lord's- 


hand in it, and ſubmits without repining. 
We continue, through mercy, in good 
health, and all things comfortable about 


us: nothing worth complaining of, but 


the body of fin and death, which cleaves 
to us in all things. But, bleſſed be God, 
there is a fountain opened where we may 
waſh and be clean,*drink and be ſatisfied. 

| May 


. 
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May the Lord give us all nearer acceſs to 
himſelf by the blood of the Covenant, and 

make us more ſenſible of our re 

and more thankful for them. 

We join in love to you and Mrs. C. 
and all friends. Remember us earneſtly 

in your rens. The n be with 


you, and with 
Vour ate F 
And ue Broder, f 
1. . k 
i 
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LETTER XL VIII. 


Otney, Feb. 12, 1767. 


Mx Dean Baoruz ü, 


I Received your kind letters by Mr. 


Semples, and yeſterday by the poſt. It 
has been a time of ſharp trial with us, 
and, bleſſed be God, I truſt it has been 


likewiſe a time of much prayer: the Lord 


has not ſhut us out from his mercy-ſeat, 
nor withheld a ſpirit of ſupplication : 
therefore, I hope, He who has bid us and 
enabled us to call upon him in the day of 
trouble, will fulfill his promiſe, and give 
us, at length, occaſion to glorify him. 
I thank you, and all our dear friends, 
for your part and prayers in our concern. 
Indeed, my views for ſome days laſt week 
were very dark, and my diſtreſs exceed- 
ng great; but, on Friday evening, the 
Lord was pleaſed to ſet me in ſome mea- 


fure © 


. 
— — - 


| 156 cunzsrI AG CORRESPONDENT. 5 


ſure at liberty. I am, or would be, 
thankful for the interval that has been af- 
forded for prayer, and the conſideration 
for the moſt proper means: and now I 
deſire to be paſſive, and leave the event 
in his hands. 

If after all that has paſt 1 mould * 
fixed on, I hope he will enable me to own 
his hand, and to ſubmit to his appoint- 
ment; but when 1 look round me upon 
my dear people, I am willing (as the 
thing is not yet finally determined) to 
pray and hope that he will direct to ſome 
expedient, at once, to ſupply the open- 
ing for Cottingham, and to gratify our 
deſire of continuing together. I know 
the great Healer of breaches can provide 
Olney with a better ſhepherd, and fully 


make up the loſs of unworthy me. O 


that it may be ſo if he takes me away: 
but there is ſuch a natural affection and 
ſuitableneſs between us, thro' his bleſſing, 
that will make a ſeparation, however cir- 

cuniftanced, 
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cumſtanced, very painful on both ſides, at 
leaſt for a ſeaſon. e 
But if his ſervice ſhould call for: this | 
ſacrifice, I only pray that 'he would be 
pleaſed to give us ſatisfadtion that it is his 
hand, and-enable us to ſubmit. And for 
this I rely on his word of promiſe, my 
grace ſhall be ſufficient for thee. My 
part now is only to wait and pray, till be. 
ſhall be pleaſed to make his pleaſure 
known. For the reſt I may refer you to 
what I wrote Mr. B— r, * I el 
poſe you have ſeen. 

Give out beſt thanks to our dear friends 
for their kind remembrance of us on 
Tueſday evening. I took it for granted. 

they would do fo. I hope it was à good 
time with us. I ſpoke from P/. xi. 14, 
15. My aim now is, in all our exerciſes, 
to prepare and compoſe our hearts for 
whatever the Lord may be pleaſed to ap- 
point concerning us. With this view 1 
preached on Sunday evening from Gen. 
xxii. v. 2. and P/. xlii. laſt verſeQ. 
. | We 
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We ſympathize with you and dear 
Mrs. C. in her affliction. Hope the 
great and good Phyſician will ſanctify and 
heal both ſoul and body: diſeaſes are his 
meſſengers, and, when they have anſwered 
his end, we may hope he will recall 
them; but on many accounts there is a 
need be, that we ſnould ſometimes be in 
heavineſs for a ſeaſon. O may we learn 
to take up the croſs, and to kiſs the rod 
to look through all ſecond cauſes to Him 
who appoints and over: rules, and, with. 

out whoſe permiſſion, not a hair of our 
heads ſhall fall to the ground. I hope 
ſhe will yet praiſe him, and ſing the ſong, 
P/. ciii.æ Who forgiveth all thy fins, and 
« healeth all thy diſeaſes.” 

Me have given the cards a new name, 
4 not to be quite like the world: we 
call them Packs of Promiſes. I have 
ſold four ſets, but I believe the ſale will 
be heavy; for moſt of our folks can hardly 
find money for bread. I have juſt drawn 
one to ſend you—it proves No. 4. Deut. 

| | xxxii. 


_ 
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xxxii. 9, 10. I truſt very applicable to 
me, and I ſuppoſe you will ſee your own 
name in it: He found me in a waſte, 
howling wilderneſs, indeed—in the houſe 
of bondage—the coalt of Guinea ; and 
wonderfully he has led me about from 
place to place, taken care of me, and 
done me good in every change. Why, 
then, ſhould I, why ſhould any of us * | 
truſt Him? | 

We join in our dear love to you bath, 
| Pray earneſtly for us believe me to be 
Your very affectionate 

And nen Servant and Brother. | 


IN. 


Our wedding-day.— Seventeen years 
married! How many who ſet out with 
us, or long aker us, have been finally ſe- 
parated how few who have ſuch abun- 
dant cauſes to rejoice in the union. The 
Lord make us thankful, 


P3 LETTER 
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LETTER XLXI. 


My Dax Brotrrs, Y, (508k : 


| You will doubtleſs expe to hear from 
me, and I promiſed to write ; but I have 
not much time. I came down, as you 
know, to collect honey this ſpring, to 
carry home for a ſort of winter's ſtock. 
The reaſon, through mercy, is ſuitable, 
and here are ſo many flowers, that I am 
buſy from morning to night ; for I muſt 
make the moſt of 'my opportunities while 
they laſt, leſt my people ſhould find me a 
meer drone upon my return. You will 
expect, perhaps, a large account of Helm 
ſley ; but you muſt wait 'till we are per- 
mitted to meet, unleſs you can gueſs all 
I mean, when I refer you to 1 Kings 
x. 7. 


I cannot 


— 


| 
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I cannot yet fay how long 1 ſhall ſtay - 


| here, but believe I ſhall be at or near 


Leeds by Saturday the'28th., Our head 
quarters there will be at Mr. James 
A— ge, at Hunſlet, within a mile of 


Leeds. If you ſay it will ſuit you to 


meet us there then, we will make a point 


of keeping to that time. - You will have 
time to let me hear from you, if you 


write ſoon, directed for me at the Rev. 
Mr. Conyers's, Helmſtey. S 


I beg you likewiſe to "Tend, by the 


York waggon, ſix of my Narratives, 
bound, and fix packs of Promiſes. Give 
our dear love to Mrs. C. and may the 


Lord be with you and your companions 
in your intende@ourney.. 


Since I wrote: the above, I learn that 
Mr. V—n is gone to Bath, and Mr. B—t. 


to France, which will occaſion ſome alte- 


ration in my ſcheme ; and I am not ſure 


that I can be in Leeds ſo ſoon as I men- 


tioned. above, therefore muſt give up the 
PE 3 expetlation 


— 
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expeQation of ſeeing you till you return 


from Scotland. 


I hope we ſhall be mindful of each 


other till we meet. I pray that the Lord 


may enable you to do and td receive 


good in your tour, that you may be 
guarded by his providence, and refreſhed 


by his Spirit in every place. | 
I truſt I bave provided well for Olney 


in my abſence by Mr. Powley. He is a 


very valuable young man; he loves the 
people, and they him. May the Lord 
bleſs them together. I believe both you 


and I have the privilege of a frequent 


remembrance in their prayers. Help 


me to pray for them. 


I am, _ 
* J. N. 


LETTER 


\ 
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LETTER L. 
— —  — 
Olney, May 16, 1767. 


| Dean Brornrn, 


I AM willing to inform you, that, thro" 
the Lord's goodneſs, we reached Olney to 
dinner this day. We were favoured with 
a ſafe and pleaſant journey after you 
parted with us, and peace and ſatisfattion 
in every place—many kind. friends, and 
frequent opportunities of attempting a 
word for the ſervice of precious fouls. — 
The Lord pardon and ſueceed my poor 
ſervices. : ; 
Notwithſtanding al the pleaſure we 5 
found abroad, home is ſtill more plea- 
ſant; it always was agreeable, and ſeems 
doubly ſo after ſo long an abſence. I 
have the happineſs to find all my dear 
people alive, in health, and, I hope, in a 
thriving ſtate, and that they have ſuffered 
on 
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no loſs fince I have been away: we are 
- mutually and heartily glad to ſee each 
other once more, and I ſteal a little time 
to write that you _ ſhare in our ſatis- 
faction. © 
In returning. idk Shropſhire we ſpent | 

two nights at Warwick, the firſt time 1 
| have been there ſince my propoſed ſettle- 

ment was over-ruled. There, likewiſe, 

we joyed and forrowed : the people 

amongſt whom my mouth was firſt open- 

ed, and where I met ſome ſweet encou- 
ragement on my entrance into the Mi- 
niſtry, will always be dear to me— they 
are at preſent but few—thoſe few are 
Hvely and ſteady : their Miniſter-is- about 
leaving them. 1 ow Lord ee 
them. 

We expect Mr. and 11 . 
down the week after next, and that they 
will ſtay a week: when they are gone we 
ſhall be glad to have Mr. and Mrs. C. 
ſucceed them as ſoon as convenient. We 


| long to ſee you both: we left your chil- 
| dren; 


—— a> —— 
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dren and Maſter Weſt well this morning 
at Northampton. May the Lord bleſs 


them all, and give them to know and love 
their parents God. 


I have not time for a long letter at pre- 
ſent, as I am juſt come home, and have 


not received half my viſitors: they are 
coming one after another every half 
hour, or oftener, to r us on 
our return. 

We join in love to you both : may. the 
Lord be with us all to-morrow, and bring 
us to his everlaſting ſabbath. | 


LETTER 


J. N. 


- 
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LETTER LL. 
| - — 
Oli, Spe 29%, 1767 | 
My Duan donn, 


Tunis is the day the Lord hath made; 
may you and I, and all who love his 
name, rejoice and be glad in it. I ſteal 

a few minutes this morning to tell you 


we are well, and have been praying for 


you at the great houſe. 

Laſt Sunday morning I begun to ex- 
pound Sampſon's riddle, as applicable to 
Jeſus: to-day we are to have a ſecond 
part, and to ſhew, as I am enabled, how 
ehe Law, Satan, Afflictions, and Death, 


like ſo many roaring lions, threaten to 


devour his people, and how they, by his 
power, get the victory, and find food and 
ſweetneſs in the carcaſes of every thing 

that 
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that ſeems to riſe up againſt them. O 
that the Lord may give us to-day that 


meat which the world knows nothing of, 
and that honey, which, like the honey 
Jonathan eat, aten the __ of thoſe 
who eat it. 


We are very happy in the company | 


of our friends, who I told you' were to 
come from Huntingdon, and will dwell 
with us till their own houſe is ready, 
which will be ſome time firſt ; but re- 


member, we can always find room for 
you and Mrs. C. after we are fixed in the 


Vicarage, which I hope will be about the 
middle of October. Tell dear Mr. 
B——r that I beg one hook out of his 
ſtudy towards furniſhing my new den. 
His name muſt be in it, and I leave the 
choice entirely to him: I make the ſame 
requeſt to you and to Mr. Weſt; whatever 
you pleaſe to pitch upon; for I doubt 
not but you will, without my telling you, 
give the preference to thoſe books that 
can ſay ſomething to me about Jeſus, or 


give 


0 
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give me ſome directions towards ſtirring 
me up to faith and communion with him. 
I received Mr. M's anſwer to 
K—— yeſterday; I read it with great 
pleaſute, and hope it will prove ſatisfac- 
tory, To me, I muſt confeſs it is ſo.— 
May the Lord over- rule the affair, for 
good, and ſilence the clamours of thoſe 
who ſeek every occaſion to diſturb and 
ſlander the Miniſters of Chriſt. I deſire 
to watch and pray, that while I am con- 
cerned for the wrongneſs of ſpirit I ſee in 
others, I may not catch ſomething of it 
myſelf; but ever write, a&, and ſpeak 
under a deep ſenſe of my vileneſs, unpro- 
fitableneſs, and ingratitude in the fight of 
the Lord. O it is a bleſſed privilege to 
be humbled before him; and, if we have 
a right ſenſe of our own fins, we ſhall ſel- 
dom be at leiſure to caſt a ſtone at others. 
Believe me, 
Your obliged, &c. 
J. N. 


* . 
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1 HOPE ſoon to ſend you a e let⸗ 
ter, at preſent muſt intreat your patience. 
Mr. 1 d, of Puſey, has been with me 


. three days, goes off to-morrow for Ald. 


winkle: he is a ready, lively, humble 
man, beyond all my conceptions of him. 
I preached this morning : he is to bear 
his teſtimony afternoon and evening.— 


We-expett the whole country in to hear 
him. The Lord give us cars and hearts 


to underſtand. 
As to the compliment paid me by tle 
Chriſtian Magazine, as 1 believe their 


diſpleaſure is owing to the teſtimony 1 


have borne to Scripture doArine, J ac- 
+ count 


— — 


170 CHRISTLAN CORRESPONDENT. _ 


count ſuch contempt my honour, and, 
vith ſubmiſſion to my friends' judgment, 
I think I ſhould be poorly employed 
to ſpend an hour in d * of 
dear ſelf. 
Our dear love to Mrs. C. — We 
ſhall be —y glad to ſee wn both 
here. | 


I am your obliged, - | 
| < J. N. he 


— 


LETTER 
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LETTER LIL _ 


N 29 81 iN » 0 4 


Ou, Aril * 176." 


" Mr bas, Baorms „ x 


I HAD a ſafe and pleaſant journey to 
Kettering, found Mr. M——k much re- 
covered: however I took occaſion, from 
his ſickneſs, to preach amongſt them from 
.*Fokn/ xii. 36. Sally Perry was buried at 
Lavendon. Mr. P. applied for liberty 
for me to preach her funeral ſermon, 
which the | Miniſter refuſed, and would 
preach one himſelf, though undefired, 
and, indeed, though deſired not. But as 
he thought the family, and ſome others 
who hear me, would be there, he ſeized 
the occaſon to talk away againſt enthu- 
ſiaſm, &c. He choſe Rom. viii. 16. for 
his text, though it little ſuited his pur- 
| Pole; for he Aimed to prove that none 
ora know their fins were forgiven in 

22 this 
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this life, and that it was preſumption to 
expect it. Laſt Lord's Day, in the aſter- 
noon, I borrowed his text, and endea- 
voured to ſhew (though without naming 

names) the falſity of his aſſertions. 
On Thurſday evening 1 preached a 
funeral ſermon for her from Job xxxiii. 
23, 24. which paſſage J hope and believe 
was remarkably verified in her caſe. I 
have been pretty full handed in preaching 
of late. I truſt the Lord was graciouſly | 
with us in moſt or all the opportunities. | 
We are going to remove our ,/prayer- 
meeting to the great room in the great 
houſe, which I know not if you have 
ſeen. We propoſed to open it next 
Tueſday evening ; but if the preſent very 
ſharp weather continues, we may. perhaps 
defer it a week longer. It is a noble 
place, with a parlour behind it, and holds 
one hundred and thirty people conve- 
niently. Pray for us that the Lord may 
be in the midſt of us there, and that as he 
bat now given us a an and has 
made 


CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT: 173 - | 


made room for us, 60 that he may be 
pleaſed to add to our numbers, and make 


us fruitful in the land. Surely there is 


need of a ſpirit of prayer io diſperſe the 
clouds which ſeem to be gathering around 
us. Every newſpaper brings us fad 
— from your great city, but I hope 
there will be mercy afforded for the fake 
of the Lord's remnant. O that all who 
know his name may be found crying day 
and night before him, chat iniquity may 
not be our ruin! Then at leaſt we ſhall 
have'a mark ſet upon us, and find favour 
for ourſelves if the fentence ' hould. _ 
gone fotth. i Sat; gall 
Saturday evening is returned dee 
How quick the time flies! O chat we 
may have grace to number our days, and 
to begin to view the things of this 
world, in that light which they wilt, 
doubtleſs, appear in when ve are 
the point of leaving them. How indil 
things, which are too apt to appear im- 
W now, and to engroſs too much of 
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our time, and thoughts, and Arengeh, will 


then be acknowledged as vain and trivial 


as the imperfeQ recollection of a morning 


| dream. The Lord help us to judge now 
as we ſhall judge then, that all things on 


this fide the grave are of no real value 
further than they are improved in ſubſer- 


vience to the will and glory of God, and 


that an hour's enjoyment of the light of 
his countenance is worth more than the 
wealth of the Indies and the power of 
Kings. How. often are we, like Martha, 
cumbered about many things, though we 
ſay, and (I hope) at the bottom believe, 
that. one thing alone is needful, The 
Lord give us a believing, humble, ſpiri- | 


ritual frame of mind, and make it our 


earneſt deſire and prayer, that we may be 
more like the angels of God, who are al- 
ways employed, and always happy, in 


doing his will and beholding his glory. 


The reft ewe may be content to leave to 
thoſe who are ſtrangers to the love of ſe- 


 fus and the foretaſtes of Heaven, 


I have 


cn, conperronnanr. Is. 


I hape been attempting to pray that 
you and our friends in London may, to- 


gether with us, behold the Kinc in his 
beauty to-morrow—that we may, like 
David, be ſatisfied in our ſouls as with 
marrow and fatneſs, and feel ſomething 


of what Thomas felt, when he put his 


finger upon the print of his nails, and 
cried out with ann My Lord a 
my Gd! 

Wich our dear love to Mrs. c. and 1 
. 1 remain, Sc. 
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LETTER LIV. 


2 on June I 1769. 
Dan n F better 345 
1 AM ſorry your recovery hee ſo 

flowly—But it is the Lord. Afflictions 
ſhall ceaſe, when his end | in them i is an- 
fwered; till then we ought not to wiſh it, 

I have you and your welfare much at 
heart, and hope I ſhall not ceaſe making 
mention of you in my prayers. If the 
fruit of all is to take away fin, and to ſhew 
us more of the power of God and his 
faithfulneſs to his promiſes, we ſhall have 
reaſon to rejoice for all our tribulations. 
Mr. s indiſcretions have given 
us much concern. What between the 
corruption of the heart, and the ſub- 
tlety of Satan, there is ſtrange work 
amongſt profeſſors, yea, amongſt believers. 
It is well that their ſhepherd is God and 
note 
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not man; for, if his compaiicns were mot 
infinite, and his power almighty, they 
would weary him out. But ſeſus knows 
their frame; and though he will find a 


way to humble and ſoften them, and will 


make them ſmart for their follies, he will 
ſtill conſider they are but duſt—He will 
viſit their tranſgreſſions with a rod, but 


his loving-kindneſs he will not utterly | 


take from them, nor uber his faithful- 
neſs to fail, 


We have had many deaths lately, but 


our ſerious people are all ſpared ſtill, 
and, in general, hearty. Indeed, this is 
a great mercy to me, for I can hardly 
tell how to think of. parting with any of 
them ;—hope before they are removed, 


the Lord will call others to ſupply their 


places. 

Through mercy I continue well, by 
am ſtrong again as before! wiſh I could 
ſay that I am more thankful, ſpiritual, 
and humble, than before I was fick : 
however, 


1 
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bowever, I truſt, the Lord has the poſ- 

ſeſſion of my heart, and that my deſire is 

toward him; and,, through Chriſt Jeſus, 
ee eee 

aud unbelief“ H 04 5 

J / Pray for us, and bidet I gte 

wo ©...  Aﬀettionately yours, 

Aol 
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LETTER LV. 15 


7 , May 16, 1769. 
My DzAx BroTHER, | 3 
Lrrrix has happened ſince my laſt. 
I hoped to hear from you by this poſt; 
long to know that you are getting better. 
Through mercy we are all well. I have 
been endeavouring to lay the right foun- 
dation to-day from 7/z. xxviii. 16. The 


Lord grant that we, and all whom we. 


love, may effektually build upon it, and 
renounce every other. I have ſeldom, 
much reliſh for writing after preaching, 
yet love to fend a line. You were re- 
membered at our Bethel to- night: bear 
us and our's upon your heart before the 


Lord. We ſend much love to dear 


Mrs. C. Good night. Ne Lord ve 


with you, prays 
Your affeQionate and obliged, J. N. 
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LETTER | LVI. 
\ T1178 
* Wie; Fu 13, 176g. 
My Dean werbe. pi ee 1 
| {f CIT T4 
As ve you uh edto write ih. frequently, and 
TI have not yet had an anſwer to mine ol 
the ad, we are afraid that you are not well 
again I therefore ſend this ſecond letter 
to enquire aſter you: for you may be af; 
ſured that our hearts are much concerned 
in your welfare. I hope the next poſt 
will relieve our ſuſpence, and, chat yon 
Vill be able to inform us, that however 
the Lord is pleaſed to chaſten you, . i 
lets you ſee that it is for your good. 
There is ſurely a, need, be. for all 55 
ſuffer: if we are not frequently put in 
mind by the Lord of the truths we have 
furely received, we are very prone 40 for- 


get them, or, as the Apoſlle expreſſes i it, 
| wo let them flip. | 


— . 


For 


. : «1 
111 
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For this purpoſe: he has appointed his 
: ordinances, that the great things he has 
taught us concerning the evil of ſin; the 
iniquity of the human heart, and the myſ- 
'teries of his redeeming love in Chriſt, 
may be brought home upon our ſpirits, 
and impreſſed with freſh power: and to 
- the ſame purpoſe be direfts all his provi- , 
dential diſpenſations. The events ang 
exerciſes of every day are  a-perpetual _ 
commentary upon what we read in his 
Word, and ſtrongly illuſtrate the vanity 
of the creature, our own - inſufficiency, 
and the truth and ſuitableneſs of his pre- 
cious promiſes. If we were to chuſe for 
ourſelves, or for each other, we ſhould 
chuſe an eaſy path; our trials would be | 
very light, and ſuch as being moſt agree- 7 
able to our own inclinations, would there- = 
fore be no trials at all: But we are not 
only unworthy to chuſe our own lot, but 
unſkilful likewiſe; we ſee but alittle way 
| before us, and our enemies need wiſh us 
nothing worſe than to be left to the con- 
| N ſequences 
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Kequences of our own deſires. It is well 
that the Lord vouchſafes to chuſe for us: 
when his hand is upon us, it is our duty, 
1ſt. to humble ourſelves before him, and 
pray for a reſigned will; ad. to ſearch 
our ways, and entreat him to direct our 
enquiries, that we may know wherefore 
he contends with us; gd. to continue pa- 
tiently pleading the promiſes, and wait for 
the bleſſing, the peaceful fruits of righte- 
- ouſnefs, which he has promiſed ſhall grow 
from our afflictions when we have been 
duly exereiſed thereby. I truſt you have 
many praying hearts engaged for you in 
_ » Olney. Hope to fee the day when you 
vill come and join with us in praiſe to a 
prayer hearing God. 

' Laſt Sunday evening I preached a 15 | 
neral ſermon from P/. xxxix. laſt verſe. 
We had a very full church, and the Lord 
gave me liberty. That text expreſſes a 
prayer which is (as we ſay) every man's 
money. It ſuits even believers—the beſt 
had need to my for farther ſupplies of 

grace, 


CHRISTIAN CORBRSPONDENT 183; 1 
grace, ſtrength, and . to prepare 


us to meet a dying hour» Whatever we 
meet with by the way, may it go well with 
us then, and-it ſhalt be welt-for ever. O 
that you and I, and thoſe we love beſt, 
may, like Simeon, rejoice in the Lord's 
ſalvation, when we are getag hence. 


Ia, r. e 
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"I. 15 


7 Beru a, 0 
As! Mr. s is going to 15 dabn, 1 | 
am willing to ſend you a line by the op- 

portunity, though I think you are a letter 
in my debt. I have no news to offer 

from Olney : we go on much as uſual, 

and, through mercy, are in good health. 
I T ill feel myſelf burdened with indwel- 
1 ling ſin, and hope you do the ſame ; I ſay, _ 
[ I I hope ſo, becauſe I am ſure this is the 
| caſe with us all, whether we feel it or 
| no. But I hope, likewiſe, you feel the 


3 comfort of drawing nigh to God by the 
| blood 


The reader may probably think this expreſſion repugnant to 
: the deſign of Chriſt's coming into the world, which we are told 
| | « was to deftroy the works cf the Devil,” Now fin and its con- 
| 
; 
| 
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ſequences are the works of Satan : the Author's humility, there- 
fore, muſt have occaſioned this ſcemingly unguarded paſſage ; in- 
deed, the moſt pious and holy men will ever have reaſon to ſay, 
« Every moment, Lord, I need 
1 The merit of thy Death,” 


CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT. | 105 
blood of Jefus, for a renewed ſenſe of 


pardon from day to day. In. ourſelves 


we are all darkneſs, confuſion, and mi- 

ſery; but in Him there is a ſufficiency of 
viſdom, grace, and peace fuited to all our 
wants. May we ever behold his glory in 
the glaſs of the Goſpel, till we are changed 


into the fame image from glory to glory 


by the Spirit. 
. When ſhall we ſee you at Olney ? You 
are ready to anſwer, *as ſoon as I can” 


and I believe it. I doubt not but ou ; 


are willing to come, and I hope the Lord 
will give you opportunity, ere long, and 
crown your viſit with a bleſſing to us all. 
It is now almoſt a year ſince you was 
here, and you are often enquired after 
amongſt our people, and often prayed for : 
1 hope, however, you are upon the mend- 


ing hand, that your ſpirits and ſtrength 


are recruiting, and that you find grace 
upon the revival. Make much of the 
means—hear, read, pray. In theſe things 
the Lord is found; and He who bids us 
R3 thus 
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thus wait upon him; ſays farther,—watch, 
watch the heart, the tongue, the world: 
we walk in the midſt of ſnares, dangers, 
and temptations, and Satan is watching 
always to gain advantages over ts. . 
I have ſcribbled a few lines in great 
| haſte : accept them in good part, and be- 
lieve that I love you. Pray for us. 
I am, ſincerely, 

J. N. 


* 


LETTER 
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" LETTER/LVIL. 


* 
* "of 
- . t . YZ - 


7 | i obs Sept. 7, | 1769. 
/My n BroTUER, 


1 WAS glad to receive your's of the 5th, 

and to hear that your health and ſpirits 

are on the recovery. I join my prayers 

with your's, that all your diſpenſations 

may be ſanQified ; and I truſt it ſhall be 

ſo. We ſhall have cauſe to be thank- 57 

ful for all our afflictions, if the Lord is ' i 

pleaſed to employ them as means to make | 

us more humble and broken-hearted, and 

to wean our hearts from a vain world. 
Dear Mr. Mn has met with a heavy 

ſtroke indeed. He informed me of it by 

letter. But the Lord is able, and will be 

faithful, to give him ſtrength according to 

his trial: and I hope this alſo ſhall work 

for good, and yield the peaceful fruits of 

righteouſneſs to his ſoul, 


Our 
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Our dear friend, Mr. Cowper, * is 4 
Cambridge with his brother, who is ex- 


tremely ill: the Phyſician is not without 


apprehenfions for the event, nor is he 
Without hope that he may recover. But 
we know a hetter Phyſician, who can heal 
all manner of diſeaſes with a word. We 
are making application to Him, and I hope 
be will hear us. We deſire all our pray- 
ing friends to join with us in this behalf at 
the throne of grace. : 

I wrote to Mr. Whitfield laft week, but. 
have not had an anſwer : perhaps my let- 
ter came when he was all in a hurry, and 
upon the point of departure. May the 
Lord go with him, and bleſs him wherever 
he is led. 

When the time ſhall come that you 
can find opportunity. to viſit Olney, we 
ſhall be very glad to ſee you. Till then 


let us meet frequently in prayer before the 
Lord, 


® The Author of theſe Hymns in the Olney Collection pre- 
fixcd with a C, 


CHRISTIAN: (CORRESPONDENT « = 


\ On 


oy LETTER LIX. - 
Oulu Da. 5 ue, 


DAA Buorue 4, 1 
1 91 * 8 174 1 


1. AM crying to write, b bectuſe I fuppoe 
you expe to hear from us. now and then, 
otherwiſe I have little in view to offer. 

We are much as uſual in all reſpetts, 
only aur friends talk of removing to their 
own houſe to-day ; it looks awRk ward and 
we feel ſomehow as if they were going to 


the Weſt- Indies. We have lived ſo long 


together, that we cannot ſeparate without 
ſome reluQance. It is the Lord that 


makes people of one mind in a houſe, and 


Lam ſure he has given us this mercy ; 
ſo that the longer and more intimate our 


acquaintance has been, we have been the 
more united: And though Satan has been 
7 5x5" 1 buſy. 


Look, —I am affeQionately. for his -ſake, 
. Your obliged Friend und OI uri 
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buſy enough with us "SAY I a 


not know; or believe; that he was ever 
ſuffered to whiſper the leaſt thought to 
either of us, that might occaſion ſhyneſs 
or diſpleaſure for a ſingle moment, from 


the firſt day we ſaw. each other. I wiſh 


all Chriſtian friendſhips were ſo happy. 


But alas, how often does the enemy find 


opportunity to make thoſe weary of each 


|  ather who, upon a firſt, acquaintance, 
 Teemed to be quite happy in their con- 


nektion. Well, it will not be fo in Hea« 
ven there perfect love will reign, and 


all diſorderly paſſions, prejudices, and 


miſtakes ſhall be ſhut out for ever. May 
the Lord pour out his Spirit upon his 
people, that they may make nearer ap» 
proaches to the beavenly ſtate while they 


are yet upon earth, It will be ſo, in pro» _ 


portion as our hearts are imprefſed with 
the truths we profeſs to believe. A ſenſe 
of the Lord's forgiveneſs and forbearance 
will teach us. to forbear and forgive—bis. 
love ſhed abroad in the beart will break 

down 
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break down all the bars of bigotry, in- 


tereſt, and prejudice—his compaſſion to- 
-wards us will diſpoſe us to be compal- 


ſionate and kind, and a believing view of 


the land that is afar off, where the King 


reigns in his beauty, will wean our affec- 
tions from the preſent evil world, and fix 


them on inviſfibles . 
I believe we ſhall finiſh the Pilgrim's 


Progreſs, if we are ſpared to the laſt Tueſ- 


day in the year. We are to attend them 


over the river next week. May the Lord 


teach us all how to die—it will be a ſo- 


lemn and important moment; but if Jeſus _ 


is with us, we ſhall not fear. I begin to 


put my friends in mind of praying for a 
bleſſing to attend my annual ſermon on 
New-Year's Day. I long to ſee an en- 


quiring ſpirit. among the young people ; 
but I think, in general, I ſee much of the 
contrary, which ſometimes affefts my 
| heart. 1 viſh it did more and oftener, 
that I might cry day and night for a bleſ- 


ling to be poured down from on high, to 


make 


%* 
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wake the vilderneſs a fruitful field. — 

Alas! what will become of the nation, 
unleſs the Lord is pleaſed to raiſe up a 
neu ſucceſſion of witneſſes to plead for it, 


td — mes 
— ne oc ——— 


| . when his people who are now living ſhall 
[ - "BE taken away? Pray for us. | 
b I am affeftionately your's, A 
WA 

LETTER 
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_ LETTER LX. 
95 i 8 
Olney, Jan. 28, 1770. 
My Dear Baornzz, 8. 


H Aving heard nothing of you lately, we 
begin. to . be apprehenſive that you are 
quite ill, and, therefore, though I ſeldom 
write letters on the Lord's Day, I cannot 
be ſatisfied without giving you a line to 
beg that we may know ſoon how you are; 
and that if (which 1 hope will not be the 
caſe) you are not able yourſelf, dear 
Mrs. C. will do us the favour of a letter. 
Our people are now at the great houſe, 
where you are often remembered; and 
where, I doubt not, you often endeavour 
to meet them in ſpirit. This is our com- 
fort under all our tribulations, that we 
have liberty of acceſs, by the blood of 
Jeſus, to a throne of grace for owur- . 


8 ſelres 
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4b elves and | in behalf of each other: WA 


we have found, by repeated experience, 
- that it is good for us thus to draw near to 
| God. Let it encourage us to come again, 
to come often, to call upon him as long 
as we live; for though the wants of his 
people are innumerable, and their un- 
worthineſs and ingratitude unſpeakable, 
yet he is never weary of doing them good. 
That Prayer may be more frequent and 
fervent, is one reaſon why he viſits them 
with repeated afflictions. When we thus 
hear from him, we are. conſtrained and 
ſtirred up to let him hear from us. 1 hope 
you find it ſo, if you are at YEE under 
the rad. 
May the Lord help you to believe and 
remember that it is a Father's rod, and 
_ that, though he will chaſtiſe his people for 
© their good, he will not forſake them; tho” 
he cauſe grief, he will, in due time, ma- 
nifeſt his compaſſion. 
I ͤ pray that all your trials, whatever 
they are, may be ſanQified, and then I am 
| ſure 


— 
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ture you will be ſupported under them, 
and obtain deliverance in the beſt ſeaſon. 
Lou will not expect a long letter from 
me to-day—the bells begin to put me in 
mind of what is before me. O may the 
Lord meet us here to-day, and all his 
people, of every name, in his ordinances, 
that we may go with large expectations, 
hungering and thirſting for the-bread and 
water of life, and defirous of his chearing 
preſence, that we may feel his power and 
2 his 9 00 in the Sanctuary. 
8 | 1 Ann 
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' LETTER LXI. . + 


| hes "as 


Olney, Feb. 22, 1770. 


Dea BROorRER, 


I WAS prevented writing laſt week, but 

I do not forget you. I ſympathize with 
you for the continuance of your illneſs, 
but hope it is ſent in love, -and pray that 
it may work for good ;—ſo the Lord has 
promiſed to his children. There is a need 
be when they are in heavineſs: when af- 
flictions are ſanQtified, and have anſwered 
the end for which they were ſent, they 
ceaſe of courſe. May the Lord ſupport. 
and comfort you, and give you ſweet 
communion with himſelf. 

I have little news to acquaint you 
with ; things go on with us much as uſual, 
and this is a great mercy in ſuch a chang- 
ing world, where ſo many are ſuffering 

a i 
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and falling around us. It is a very ſickly 
time at Olney, and many have died; but 
our people are ſpared, and ſuch of them as 
have been ill are on the recovery. 
Dear Mr. Cowper is gone to Cam- 
bridge —his brother is again dangeroufly 
ill, and there are but little hopes of his 
recovery. Such is the ſtate of things 
here below—every- day brings its ne- 
trials, and all the Lord's people meet with 
exerciſes in their turn. | 

Happy are they who have a way "I | 
ceſs by Faith to a throne of grace, who 
are intereſted in the promiſes of the Co- 
venant, and have a right to aſk and en- 
pelt ſtrength equal to their day. 

The Lord writes vanity upon every 
thing below the ſkies, and ſends a ſucceſ- 
ſion of diſpenſations to remind us, that 
this is not, cannot be our reſt—for it is 


polluted. 
I hope, if you are ſtill confined, your- 


: ſolitary hours are refreſhed by the teach- 
ing, comforting communications of his 


— 
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good Spirit, leading you to a humbling 


ſurvey of yourſelf, a delightful contem- 


plation of the power and grace of Jeſus, 
and giving you a foretaſte of the bleſſed - 
nels within the vail. All other things 
are droſs and rd in ach frm with | 
theſe. Aa 
I Thall . to hear from you ſoon, 
and ſhall be glad if you can inform us 
that you are Ong and that gon” is 
. 
We bear you W upon our minds, 
and remember you in our prayers: I truſt 
we have the ſame return from you. 1 
would willingly engage the united and 
unceaſing prayers of my friends. I much 
need 'them, and hope I greatly value 
them. It often comforts me to think 
that I am remembered by many at the 
| merey- ſeat. But O what conſolation to 
reflect that we have a prevailing, righte- 
ous, compaſſionate Advocate before the 
throne, who ever liveth to make interceſ- 
| lion 
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Gon to the utmoſt, and never forgets us 
ſingle moment. 
To his grace I commend you and 
your's. We join in love to you both. 16:88 
I am fincerely | 3 
Your affectionate 8 
And obliged, | 
2847 bg <P> 


On ew — — 


